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Central African Republic 


‘Subversive’ Plan To Liquidate RDC Noted 


AB1609105490 Bangui Domestic Service in French 
1800 GMT 15 Sep 90 


[“Press release” from the Central African Democratic 
Rally in Bangui on 15 September] 


[Text] On Thursday, 13 September 1990, a communique 
issued by the minister in charge of public security and 
territorial administration reported a police raid at Aris- 
tide Sokambi’s home in the Tika III district, where a 
subversive meeting was under way. Documents found 
during the raid revealed disquieting facts which have 
prompted the Central African Democratic Rally [RDC] 
to brief its militants and the national community at large 
on the adverse consequences of these facts on peace and 
security in the country. 


It emerged from the documents that several acts were to 
be perpetrated by the participants in the subversive 
meeting. Their aim was to send women, children, and 
old persons out into the streets, instigate workers and 
civil servants to go on strike, and, in a nutshell, to stop all 
economic activities in the country and liquidate the 
RDC. Also among the documents was one apportioning 
subversive tasks. 


Meanwhile, there is clear evidence that this group of 
persons was 1n constant touch with foreign media repre- 
sentatives and made frequent calls for assistance to 
certain embassies in Bangui, the names of which have 
been listed in the seized documents. All these acts were 
meant to tarnish the image of our country and draw a 
veil over successes in the field of freedom in our country. 


Our party is relentlessly out for a genuine dialogue 
among the children of the Central African Republic 
[CAR]. The ideals of unity, peace, and respect of human 
beings—to which RDC founder Andre Kolingba is 
attached—are the real basis of our actions toward all 
Central Africans without exception. Unfortunately, one 
should note that certain persons continue to systemati- 
caliy reject any openness and offers of dialogue from the 
RDC and to pursue only their own (?interests). In so 
doing, they are rejecting the collective efforts aimed at 
consolidating the current sociopolitical gains and are 
resoriing to the same methods which siifled democracy 
in the CAR in 1981. 


Dear militants, being just a few weeks away from our 
ordinary congress, which is expected to be a historical 
landmark in the political annals of our country in confor- 
mity with the instructions given by the founding chairman, 
we should shun hatred and passion and check these designs 
in a mature and clearsighted way. We must redouble 
vigilance so that brotherhood as the basis of our demo- 
cratic experiment should not be jeopardized and should 
instead continue to serve as a ferment for the progress of 
the CAR nation. The RDC therefore reiterates its willing- 
ness to pursue its policy of dialogue and appeals to the 
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children of this country, irrespective of their opinions, to 
join its militants for frank debates aimed at giving due 
consideration to all (?legitimate aspirations). 


Opposition Figures Arrested 
AB1609120690 Paris AFP in English 1846 GMT 
15 Sep 90 


[Text] Bangui, Sep. 15 (AFP)—The government of the 
Central African Republic on Saturday [15 Sep] said 
“subversive” documents were found when police broke 
up an unauthorized meeting early Thursday and arrested 
22 opposition figures. 


The claim came in a state radio broadcast, which also 
denied a charge by prominent lawyer Nicolas Tiangaye 
in an interview with Radio-France Internationale that 
the arrests were “‘arbitrary”. The radio said the arrests 
had been carried out in due form, with the public 
prosecutor taking an arrest warrant to the house where 
the meeting took place. 


Twenty of the arrested men were still in custody Sat- 
urday. Police on Thursday and Friday used tear gas to 
break up small demonstrations by members of the fam- 
ilies of the detainees. 


The detainees were all among the hundreds of signatories 
to an open letter to President Andre Kolignba in May 
demanding the holding of a national conference on 
bringing multi-party politics to the republic. The radio 
said the documents found during the police raid 0.. the 
home of Aristide Sokambi were “subversive and sedi- 
tious” enough to justify the detentions. 


French Ambassador Antoine Frasseto said on Friday 
that former Prime Minister Simon Narcisse Bozanga had 
fled to the French Embassy after the police raid. Those in 
detention include Mr. Sokambi, co-leader of the opposi- 
tion Oubanguian Patritoic Front, and Henri Maidou, the 
last prime minister under Emperor Bokassa and vice- 
president under Davide Dacko who succeeded the mon- 
arch in a 1979 coup. Also arrested was Francois Pehoua, 
a former member of the Dacko government. 


General Kolingba, who has given no indication that he is 
considering a multi-party system, toppled Mr. Dacko in 
a military coup in September 1981. 


The government has asked the country’s appeal court to 
disqualify lawyer Tiangaye for making “seditious state- 
ments” in court in June while defending two senior army 
officers cherged with breaching state security. 


Mr. Tiangaye, whose cause has been taken up by other 
lawyers, is due to appear in court on Tuesday. In its 
broadcast Saturday, the radio said Mr. Tiangaye did not 
face criminal proceedings, but had committed a “profes- 
sional fault” by making insulting and slanderous state- 
ments about witneeses and the judges. 
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The lawyer was also among the 253 signatories to the 
letter to Gen. Kolingba. 


Clarification on Detentions 
AB1609162290 Bangui Domestic Service in French 
1800 GMT 15 Sep 90 


[Text] On (79) September 1990, the minister of security 
and territorial administration announced on the radio 
that certain members of banned political parties had 
formed a group which planned to meet on 12 September 
at Mr. Aristide Sokombi’s home. Following their 
meeting, they were going to incite people to violate the 
laws and government instructions by staging demonstra- 
tions that would escalate into an upheaval. On hearing 
this, the police raided the place at 0230 and picked a 
number of former members of the Ubangui Patriotic 
Front-Labor Party, the Republican Progress Party, the 
Independent Reflection and Political Action Group, the 
Central African Democratic Union, and the Central 
African People’s Liberation Movement. 


Following the discovery of seditious documents during 
the search, a legal inquiry was ordered. On 14 September 
at 1930, Radio France International [RFI] announced 
that the 29 members of the Central African opposition 
arrested two days earlier were still being detained by the 
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national gendarmerie. On 22 September these people 
(?were going to) appeal for a na*ional conference on the 
country’s political system. 


This foreign [word indistinct] based its report on allega- 
tions by a Central African Republic lawyer [words indis- 
tinct], and said the 29 people were being detained 
without a court order and that this was a case of arbitrary 
arrest at the government's request because there was no 
document (?allowing) the search. 


In this regard, the following clarification should be 
made: Upon notification, the state prosecutor at Bangui 
High Court went personally to the premises and issued a 
search warrant; consequently the search was legal. The 
subversive and seditious nature of the documents justi- 
fied the arrests made by the members of the law enforce- 
ment agencies. The lawyer's allegations [words indis- 
tinct] conform to his own character. 


Contrary to RFI allegations, [words indistinct] Mr. Tian- 
gaye is not being sued for slanderous statements against the 
regime. He is also accused before the Bar’s Disciplinary 
Committee of professional fault, including insulting and 
slanderous statements about witnesses and judges of the 
Standing Military Tribunal, and a disrespectful attitude 
toward the coun'ry’s judiciary. This aspect of the question 
is certainly the one that best accounts for his attitude 
[words indistinct] toward the regime. 
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Ethiopia 


* Possible EPLF Win Might Create New Problems 


90AF0462A Zurich DIE WELTWOCHE in German 
21 Jun 90 pp 13, 14, 15 


[Article by Markus Haefliger: “Many Axes Hack on a 
Decaying Tree—The Eritrean People’s Liberation Fron) 
EPLF Believes in a Military Victory Over the Ethiopian 
Dictator Mengistu”; first paragraph is DIE WELT- 
WOCHE introduction] 


[Text] The bloody experiment: the Ethiopian dictator 
Mengistu has attempted to whip his country with 
Marxism into the Twentieth Century. This attempt has 
brought immeasurable suffering to the populace and 
incited a civil war which is among the most bloody of 
modern times. It is not certain, however, whether the fall 
of the dictator will truly bring peace to the country. 


The sixteen-year-old boy with a casually slung Kalash- 
nikov opened the border gate for only a few seconds, as 
if behind our Japanese all-terrain vehicie a whole row of 
motorists were awaiting formalities and travel permits. 
A hand-painted board and a small house with 4 lookout 
gave away the border posts. On the tracks beaten in the 
sand, which lead from Port Sudan along the coast to the 
Abyssinian Highland, it is already 200 km since we have 
met any Sudanese officials. Nevertheless, our guide, the 
physician Nerayo Teklemichael, turns aro:nd and 
announces proudly, “Now we are in Eritrea.” 


The country, with about four million inhabitants and a 
half million Eritreans, living in exile, a former Italian 
colony and since 1962 reduced to an Ethiopian province, 
is suffering through a drought again. And even more than 
the climatic injustice, the civil war, which has lasted for 
28 years, contributes to the distress and insecurity of 
people. For one generation the Eritrean Peoples’ Liber- 
ation Front, EPLF, has been fighting for independence 
from Ethiopia; in the past months the rebels have 
achieved large territorial gains. They now control the 
entire inhabited coast on the Red Sea and large parts of 
the rugged highlands: together 85 percent of the country, 
with two-thirds of the population. 


The logistical headquarters of the EPLF is in Orota, a 
settlement, invisible from the air, about 80 km behind 
the border. The guerrillas have built houses scattered 
over several valleys and industrial workshops in the 
rocks - perhaps a shoe factory or a laboratory for 
production of medicines and infusion solution. The 
Orota hospital, which is under the direction of Nerayo 
Teklemichael, offers room for 150 patients. We meet 
fighters wounded at the trench front around the provin- 
cial capital Asmera, but also many children and other 
civilians. They are victims of the bomb terror, with 
which the Ethiopian air force reacted io the territorial 
losses of the government powers. Sadei Abeid, for 
example, was a worker in the cement factory of Masawa 
and incurred severe burns in an attack in April. “They 
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wanted to hit us civilians,” he remembers, “we hid under 


trees whue the napalm bombs fell.” 


Nerayo Teklemichael is convinced that his field hospital, 
which is equipped with operating rooms, but suffers 
from shortages of biood. special medications, and simple 
hygienic equipment, can still be kept in this year. “Then 
we'll turn it into a military museum,” he says enthusias- 
tically. The health service of the EPLF is well organized 
with 40 doctors, 150 trained nurses, and 2,000 trained 
orderlies. If the Eritrean capital Asmera is taken and 
peace returns, the existing government hospitals should 
be taken over and expanded, s..\s Teklemichaei. When 
2sked what makes him so confident that the develop- 
ment money necessary for the reconstruction of Eritrea 
will flow, the 55-year-old head doctor answers, “The 
world loves a winner.” The military regime of Mengistu 
Haile Mariam is not surviving. Unshakable optimism or 
propaganda? The question occupies us on the whole trip 


through Eritrea. 


From Orota on, we move only at night. The EPLF 
drivers let caution hold sway and at daybreak park their 
vehicles under irees and camouflaged foxholes. The 
nearer they draw, on the narrow and steep roads, to the 
heavily populated Eritrean heartland, the greater is the 
danger of being discovered and attacked by the bombers 
of the Ethiopian air force. The way is arduous; for the 
400 kilometer-long stretch from the burder and the port 
city of Masawa on the Red Sea trucks need three full 
days. But the hazardous roads from Sudan to Eritrea are 
in this spring the life-line for about a million and a half 
people. 


In the vicinity of Nacfa, one of the former outposts of 
Italian colonial rule, for the first time,we come upon a 
group of nomads and peasants, who are all streaming 
towards one place: the distribution center of the Eritrean 
Relief Association, ERA, the EPLF’s organization for 
humanitarian aid. “This is the worst year I can remem- 
ber,”’ says 38-year-old Omer Muhammad, as he fastens 
sacks of wheat on his c-mel, “the peasants have nothing 
to barter, and for us momads, the animals are dying.” 
Another man, Salhe Derho, still had 90 goats in 1984; 
since then it has been downhill. This year he has lost 20 
animals again, and now has only 15. He neither can nor 
wants to sell, because Derho is looking forward to the 
rainy season, and hopes that it can increase his herds. A 
young mother says, “It is as it was in the famine year 
1984; the difference is, this time we ave getting help.” 


Four and a half million Ethiopians, male and female, are 
threatened by hunger, according to the United Nations 
office for the coordination of emergency assistance in the 
Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa, 600 miles away. For that 
reason, the European Community, western countries 
and the UN world food program have committed to over 
$00,000 metric tons. The assistance is therefore avail- 
able and underway. The experts and representatives of 
private relief organizations are preparing for its distribu- 
tion. The people threatened by hunger live almost exclu- 
sively in the provinces of Eritrea and Tigre, as well as in 
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northern Wollo—all regions controlled by rebel groups 
opposed to the government. 


This is because the EPLF, fighting for independence, is not 
only logging military victories in Eritrea. In the province 
neighboring to the south, Tigre, the Tigrean People’s 
Liberation Front, TPLF, which is allied with the EPLF is 
also on the advance. It does not seek secession, but rather 
the overthrow of the Mengistu government, and indeed on 
two fronts. In northern Tigre, combined EPLF and TPLF 
units overran several garrison cities this year, and forced 
the Second Ethiopian Army back on Asmera. In the south, 
broad portions of the Wollo province are under TPLF 
control: the front has approached here to within less than 
200 km of Addis Ababa. 


A result of the continuing civil war has been to lead food 
assistance over tortuous and dangerous paths into the 
areas threatened by hunger. In early February, the EPLF 
took over Masawa, the natural supply port for the 
northern provinces. Asmera—which lies up in the high- 
lands with about 350,000 residents and | 20,000 govern- 
ment soldiers—has since then only been able to be 
supplied via airlift. 


Therefore, assistance promised to the military govern- 
ment in Addis Ababa must go over a southern route into 
the crisis region. Convoys of UN trucks commute 
between the port of Aseb, held by the government, and 
the provincial capital of Wollo. There, grain sacks are 
loaded onto vehicles from a joint assistance program of 
the Ethiopian churches. The area controlled by the Tigre 
rebels begins north of Dese. Only in March did the 
churches negotiate safe-conduct with the rebels for rctief 
work and are distributing food along the main roads to 
the north at twelve central locations. The route through 
Aseb and Dese makes a detour of up to 60C miles and has 
set back the relief work a good two months. 


The so-called “cross-border operation” has become all that 
much more important, because they lead directly into rebel 
territory via Port Sudan and the Sudanese-Ethiopian 
border. In addition, it has the advantage of transporting 
grain far into remote villages. The needy population does 
not need to migrate up to 60 miles to a distribution center 
such as in the Ethiopian churches’ operation. 


Finally, about 500,000 Eritreans who live in the provincial 
capital of Asmera and its surroundings are supposed to be 
supplied via a third route, an airlift financed by the UN. 


“A certain percentage of international food assistance 
has already been delivered to the rebels via the Sudan in 
the past years,” says the woman-representative of an 
iniernational re.ief organization in Addis Ababa to 
eiplain the current confusion, “although now we have to 
use these unofficial channels to carry the bear the main 
burden of assistance.” 


The EPLF disputes that they deceived world public 
opinion because the port city of Masawa was overrun 
precisely at the time the first shipments of an interna- 
tional relief mission were to be unloaded. The EPLF had 
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not been a party to these agreements. “For that reason, 
we had to fear that the grain shipments would fall into 
the hands of the Ethiopian Army,” as the EPLF’s foreign 
spokesman, Girma Asmeromi, justifies the bold military 
move. Beyond that, the governmental troups would have 
brought resupplies of heavy weaponry and ammunition 
to the civil war areas via Masawa at the same time. “That 
would have only extended the conflrct; we had to take the 
port,” says Asmeromi. 


Surrounding the route which the humanitarian aid ought 
to follow to the northern provinces, there is war of faith 
which is identical with sympathies for or against the 
secessionist intentions of the Eritrean nationalists. In the 
Ethiopian capital of Addis Ababa, it is always claimed 
that the “cross-border operation” is inefficient, because 
it is based or the good will of Sudanese authorities, bad 
roads, and unpredictable guerrillas. Of course, Sudan has 
no interest in giant refugee camz.. « .is territory, as they 
existed during the starvation catastrophe of 1984/1985. 
For thai reason, port and customs authorities in Por 
Sudan do not place any roadblocks in the way during 
settlement of formalities with the ERA [Eritrean Relief 
Agency] and private donor organizations. Since the 
rebels are able to work together with the local populace, 
the distributic:. of assistance is considerably less bureau- 
cratic and much simpler than the activities of the Ethi- 
opian churches in Tigre. And we were able to form our 
own impression of the Eritreans’ vast experience in 
Gealing with logistical transport problems. Three times 
during our trip through Eritrea, a leaf spring broke on 
our off-road vehicle, and three times, we reached a 
concealed EPLF repair shop in relatively short periods of 
time. Superbly trained mechanics worked in the dark 
and had cut a steel leaf spring and installed it in the 
suspension within hours. 


Our destination was Masawa, the recently conquered 
port city on the Red Sea, which was founded by the 
Arabs in the Middle Ages, and industrialized by Musso- 
lini in the 1920s and 1930s. Since four months age. 
Masawa may count as a “liberated” city for the Eri- 
treans, but for visitors it appears to be, first and fore- 
most, a destroyed city. It was considered unconquerable. 
The EPLF had already locked their jaws once on Masawa 
in 1978. This time, on February 9, 1990, the nationalists 
also launched their surprise attack from the sea and 
neutralized the naval base. 


The Red Sea Hotel on the Day is now just 2 ruin. In the 
suffocating dark basement vaults, the populace seeks 
daytime protection from attacks by Ethiopian bombers 
which are possible at any time. There are no warnings of 
them and certainly no defense against them. 


Under the bridge leading to the peninsula with the 
destroyed old city and port facilities, too, there are 
people cowering. A young mother explains her fear: 
during the battle for Masawa in the second week of 
February, she had left the city. Then she came back to 
help with the reconstruction. The bombing terror began 
in April. “There are still people buried in the ruins of our 
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neighbe ang house, some people threw themselves into 
the sea when faced by the fire,” remembers the woman 
who miraculously survived a napalm attak without 
injury. Bomb craters near the marketplace prove that the 
Ethiopian pilots were trying to hit the civilian popwiace. 


Siace the beginning of April, 140 people have died as a 
cesult of a half dozen attacks on Masawa with napalm 
and fragmentation bombs, and 350 were wounded. Sub- 
stantially over 100 houses have been completely 
destroyed. The stench of burned grain still hangs over the 
port grounds. During the capture of the city, 50,000 
metric tons of relief assistance from the UN's world food 
program was stored there. Up to 10,000 metric tons 
which were retrieved by the rebels and which would have 
been able to be distributed to the populace, were 
destroyed when the warehouse was bombed in a smoul- 
dering firestorm weeks ago. 


“We need Stingers,” called an EPLF guerrilla who knows 
how effective the American anti-aircraft rockets proved 
to be in the Afghan civil war. Western diplomats in 
Addis Ababa want to believe that the EPLF is being 
supported militarily by the Arab states, especially Libya 
and Iraq. The fact that the nationalists are superbly 
equipped with heavy artillery and armor, but have no 
chance to defend themselves against the Ethiopian 
armed forces’ MiG bombers is probably the best proof 
that they are actually not receiving any weapons from 
across the border. The EPLF maintains they have cap- 
tured their entire war machine from the enemy. “We are 
very grateful to the Soviets,” sarcastically remarks 
Girma Asmeromi,the foreign policy spokesman for the 
rebels. In this year alone, what is probably the most 
disciplined guerrilla army in the world has taken over 70 
modern tanks from the enemy. According to diplomatic 
estimates, the rebels have between 50,000 and 70,000 
fighters undey arms. 


Mengistu’s army is said to have lost several brigades in 
the battle for Masawa. In three previous attempts to take 
back the strategically important iocation, the govern- 
ment troops lost an additional 15,000 soldiers; 1. least 
10,000 were killed, the remainder were wounced or 
captured. The Ethiopian dictator is in water up to his 
neck. A *ceaty for the delivery of Soviet weapons will run 
out in che next year, and it is hardly likely the Kremlin 
will renew it. Ever since Mengistu set Ethiopia on a 
pro-Soviet course in 1977, the country has received 
armamen:: from Moscow estimated to value about 11 
bi"on dollars. 


In princip’<, no one, even in the Ethiopi« heartland, 
would shed a tear if he should fall because of the debacle 
of his demoralized army—the largest and most expen- 
sive in Africa. Just before the beginning of the year, he 
only survived through emergency measures an 
attempted overthrow by a rebel group of the military 
which wanted to reach a political solution to the civil 
war. At the same time, the head of state who, practically 
overnight, struck Marxism-Leninism out of the national 
poogram and announced broad economic reforms, can 
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still count on some popular loyalty. Particularly from the 
point of view of the Ethiopian capital, Mengistu and the 
“Derg” (a revolutionary subcommittee originally made 
up of military officers) are the lesser evil, and the 
advanc. of the rebels on the other hand represents the 
slow collapse of the state structures—with an uncertain 
outcome. “Many axes hack on a decaying tree,” says a 
high official. Even months before Mengistu’s reforms, 
which for the first time -«nce the 1974 revolution allowed 
the sale and inheritance of real property, members of the 
local party heirarchy in the southern part of the country 
were driven out by rebelling farmers. In addition to these 
social conflicts, there were ethnic tensions, which for 
example led to armed resistance in southwestern Ethi- 
opia and the “Oromo Liberation Front,” OLF. 


Mengistu’s reforms are the concession that the policies of 
collectivization, with which on: >f the poorest countries 
in the world was supposed to « whipped to progress, 
have failed. Probably 12 million farmers were subjected 
to forced measures since the late 1970s and were reset- 
tled into artificially created villages. He who did not 
follow in line was mercilessly persecuted. The “Red 
Terror,” which was imposed on the society by the 
dictator for the purpose of self-purification, took thou- 
sands of regime critics as its victims. Human rights 
Organizations estimate that at the high point of the 
campaign in 1978, two million Ethiopians—one out of 
15 in the entire population—-sat in prison. Above all, the 
Eritreans also fell victim to this persecution, as they were 
suspected of collectively supporting the “secessionist” 
EPLF. According to a report from Amnesty Interna- 
tional from last year, “numerous people are still in 
prison today because of their ethnic or regional back- 
ground... Many of the prisoners have been jailed for 
years without ever having been charged or convicted.” 


Mengistu’s reforms come in response to demands by the 
World Bank, which warned that only through increased 
private initiative could Ethiopia be spared from further 
growing food shortages. Of course, they are not making 
any initial political opening gestures: “Too little and too 
late,” commented the representative of an international 
aid society. The same can be said for Meregistu's peace 
advances to the EPLF and TPLF of the ‘ast year. The 
direct negotiations with the rebels—a Atlanta and 
Nairobi under the arbitration of Jimmy Carter, in the 
case of the Eritreans, in Rome with the Tigreans—have 
never advanced beyond the stage of preliminary talks. 


EPLF-boss Issayas Afeworki is confident he will soon, 
from Asmera, be able to declare himself independent of 
Addis Ababa. After that, according to Girma Asmeromi 
from the EPLF politburo, a plebiscite should decide 
whether Eritrea will become independent or remain 
bound to Ethiopia in the form of a federation or an 
autonomsus province. The EPLF makes no bones about 
its preference for the optimal solution and praises in this 
case its desire to establish a pluralistic democracy in 
Eritrea. 
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In the referendum plan, the nationalists could refer back 
to a ruling by the United Nations from 1952. At that 
time, Eritrea was given the right to self-determination in 
recognition of its separate history as an Italian colony— 
however, in a federation tied to Ethiopia. King Haile 
Selassie annexed the province in 1962-~illegally, but 
also undisturbed by the consciousness of the interna- 
tional community. 


The military successes oi the Eatrean rebels are impres- 
sive, as well as their social and economic efforts, such as 
the literacy campaign and irrigation projects in the liber- 
ated areas. However, the political development, which 
only the four-million-person population can trim into 
peace, remains behind every development. For example, is 
b cnsastale haw eo Chataian Hil at ie aaaies ot 
negotiate with the Moslems, once the common enemy, the 
Ethiopian central power has been chased out. There was 
already an armed conflict once in the late 1970s between 
the two religious groups. “These conflicts have been set 
aside,” says the Franciscan Catholic priest from Masawa, 
Padre Stephano. Of course, the Christians live primarily in 
the highlands and in Asmera, wi ch the rebels must still 
capture. It is also questionable how long the tactical 
alliance with the Tigrean rebels holds up; whether this will 
play a role in a political reorganization in Ethiopia, and 
whether they will be able to recall their support for the 
Entrean desires for independence. 


It is above all the foreign policy plans, which the EPLF 
ties to its faith in victory, which are the most uncertain, 
if not improbable. “The UN has to accept responsibility 
in Eritrea,” demands EPLF spokesman Girma Asmer- 
omi, “because it has been a part of the conflict since 
1952.” That is true. But the UN, which is sunning itself 
in the success of its Namibia independence plan, has 
identified other conflict spots on the world map for 
similar operations: the Western Sahara, perhaps, or 
Cambodia. The world organization is not making any 
provision to intervene in the fight for Eritrea, which is 
historically comparable with Namibia. Ethiopia is defi- 
nitely not South Africa—and Eritrea remains the for- 
gotten conflict of the continent. 


Kenya 


ROK Reportage on President Moi Visit 

WA 189120790 

For ROK reportage on President Moi's visit to South 
Korea, including his meeting with President No Tae-u, 
see the South Korea section of the 17 September and 
subsequent issues of the East Asia DAILY REPORT. 


* KANU Committee Widening Scope of Discussions 
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[Text] When a Nairobi school teacher, Mr. Icharua 
Ndagu, appeared before the Kanu Review Committee 
last week, he said he wanted to discuss the “Kenya I want 
and not the Kanu [Kenya African National Union] I 
want”. Ndagu’s sentiments had been expressed by many 
other people who had protested that the committee's 
terms of reference, which centred on disciplinary and 
electoral issues, were too narrow. Even ther, many of the 
presentations submitted to the committee had long devi- 
ated from the terms of reference and the hearings had, in 
fact, become a free for all where members of the public 
were using the opportunity to express a wide range of 
grievances on political, economic and social issues. The 
public’s determination to speak out op any subject 
initially placed the committee in an ab ward position. 
But the committee eventually gave in to the pressure last 
Thursday, when chairman Prof. George Saitoti 
announced that the public was free to discuss any issue 
with the committee and would no longer be limited to 
the terms of reference. Saitoti was effectively confirming 
what was already in practice and as the committee 
continued with its countrywide tours, hundreds of 
people thronged the various venues anxious to speak out 
about the Kenya they want. 


The official acknowledgement that the scope of the 
hearings had widened and the invitation to the public to 
speak freely on any issue seemed an unlikely event. If 
anything, the committee members were thought to be 
enduring a great deal of embarrassment from many of 
the presentations. Apart from those people who told the 
committee in the face that it was made up of individuals 
who could not be trusted to do justice to popular 
recommendations, the committee members also had to 
listen to harsh criticism of the party and the government, 
with some of them having to suffer the discomfort of 
being accused of having been the architects of the 
unpopular policies under attack. But the committee 
decided to hear it all amid assurances from Saitoti that 
no-one would be intimidated for airing their views. The 
one thing Saitoti did not say, however, is what the 
committee will do with the presentations that are rot 
within the terms of reference. The committee hzs no 
mandate to make recommendations on other issues and 
the vice-president did not address the question of 
whether the pubhc should also expect the committee to 
propose reforms that are not related to party disciplinary 
and electoral issues. But having been invited to speak 
freely, the public will no doubt expect some results 
outside the terms of reference, failing which the com- 
mittee could be accused of having wasted the public's 
time by soliciting views upon which no action is taken. 


In the meantime, the committee is getting a fairly good 
idea of what the public feels about politics in the 
country. Not that many of the views being expressed are 
new. The complaints about the role of Kanu, parliament, 
constitutional amendments, tribalism and corruption 
were all stated very loudly during the multi-party debate. 
At the time, however, these views were coming from 
prominent personalitic: in the form of church leaders, 


ee Ae sear oye etn % 
during the debate to the effect that such criticism of the 
party and the government represented the views of just a 
handful of misguided multi-party advocates. In sug- 
gesting ways and means of correcting political ills, iow- 
ever, the public are in some instances making proposals 
that, as dramatic as they may sound, are constitutional 
issues whose implementation require a great deal more 
than the recommendations of a committee, even one 
with broader terms of reference. The committee is also 
hardly in a position to do much about the strong presen- 


and the economy as well as social evils such as the rising 
crime rate, tribalism and corruption. But the public 
assumes, of course, that they are addressing not only 
Kanu committee members but the government's deci- 
sion making machinery. 


Not all the presentations made to the committee that are 
outside the terms of reference have received silent diges- 
tion, however. The bishop of the Church of the Province 
of Kenya's [(CPK] Eldoret Diocese, Rev. Alexander 
Muge seems to have touched on a sensitive cord when 
his diocese submitted a memorandum: to the committee 
in Eldoret last Friday. The presentation addressed a wide 
range of issues critical of the party and government but it 
was one particular subject that captured the imagination 
of the press and later saw Muge admonished by Pre:i- 
dent Daniel arap Moi. The memorandum, which was 
signed by Muge and the diocese’s clerical secretary, the 
Rev. Stephen Kewasis, claimed that a clique of cabinet 
ministers had isolated the president by engaging in 
activities that were drawing a wedge between the presi- 
dent and the people. Muge compared the trend to the 
experiences of Ghana's first president, Dr. Kwame 
Nkrumah, who rigged elections for his political clique 
after they misinformed him that free and fair elections 
would usher in his political opponents. Nkrumah fell 
prey to wrong advice, Muge said, and the situation 
deteriorated as he used force to quell protests, leading to 
the 1966 coup that ousted hin from power. Saying that 
the same story can be told of many African countries, 
Muge warned that Kenya had recently seen a “telling aad 
hair-raising signal when a temperature of protest of the 
people demanding reforms in our political structure and 
the response of the government was io curb the protest 
by the use of police was excessive”. The minister for 
education, Mr. Peter Oloo Aringo, who also happens to 
be a member of the committee, seems to have considered 
Mvge's claims to be too serious to pass unchallenged and 
he took on the prelate when introducing President Moi 
1% a delegation from Nyanza Province that had called on 
the president at his Kabarak home last Friday. The 
president dismissed Muge with the claim that the bishop 
does not understand members of the public. Adding that 
he understood the Kenyan public more than anyone else, 
the presiient said “some rich people have all along been 
trying to bring a wedge between me and the public since 


EAST AFRICA 7 


they know that the common man is with me”. Muge's 
response was to hit back at Aringo who he said had gone 
to the president to accuse the CPK Christians “for their 
entitled views regarding the current exercise of the Kanu 
Review Committee”. In trying to justify his claims, 
however, the bishop went a little further tc appeal to the 
president to set up a commission tc investigate the 
dubious activities of a number of top cabinet ministers 
and civil servants and he gave an example of a minis 
and senior civil servant who he alleged had Seen 
involved in a land scandal. (see separate story) [not 
reproduced] 


Muge’s presentation was not the first time that the 
question of the isolation of the president had arisen. 
Though the matter is hardly ever articulated in public, it 
has long been an accepted fact that actions or words 
uttered by individuals perceived to be close to «he 
president sometimes have a negative impact on the 
popularity of the president and the government. In fact, 
President Moi acknowledged the existence of such views 
two month ago—in June—-when he told a public rally in 
Nakuru that some people were saying that he was a good 
man but it was those around him that were bad but 
dismissed the notion. The matter was raised again in 
parliament last month by the minister for energy, Mr 
Nicholas Biwott. Biwott was contributing to the motion 
of adjournment about the riots in Nairobi and other 
parts of the country when he criticised those people who 
had been saying that the president was being misled by 
his ministers. 


Given the president's reaction, the committee will most 


mittee had grown. On its tour of the country, the 
committee is also having to listen to views about loca- 
lised political issues as was the case in Kisumu, where the 
controversial CPK. Bishop for Maseno South Dr. Henry 
Okullu, took the opportunity to tell the committee that 
he had a larger following among the Luo than all local 
MPs [members of parliament] put together. Luo leaders 
who had visited the president two days earlier had 
questioned his mandate to issue political statements (See 
separate story) [not reproduced]. Kisumu District also 
happens to have been the home of the slain former 
minister for foreign affairs and international co- 
operation Dr. Robert Ouko, and the committee was 
faced with pleas that the mystery over his murder be 
resolved. A former councillor, Mr. Charles Akira, sug- 
gested that the Kanu governing council should seek to 
end public speculation by asking Scotland Yard to 
release its findings on the Ouko murder; a former 
detainee and university student, Mr. Patrick Onyango, 
asked thai the government establish an independent 
inquiry irto Ouko’s assassination. 


The committee’s hearings in Kakamega on Tuesday 
went along the same lines with members of the public 
airing their views on all manner of subjects. A former 
MP for Butere, Mr. Martin Shikuku, was in his element 
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in Kakamega and his presentation centred on examples 
of how the Kanu leadership does not adhere to the party 
constitution. There was an interesting appearance in 
Kakamega of Mz. Joseph Otiende, who was Kenya's 
minister for health in the first post-independence gov- 
ernment. Otiende broke two decades of silence to make 
a startling suggestion to the committee that Kanu should 
consider the revival of tribal welfare associations. 
According to Otiende, the associations provided a great 
és! of assistance to the public and should, therefore, be 
encouraged in the absence of a second political party. 
Otiende’s views are not likely to be welcomed by the 
committee, given the fact that such associations were 
abolished specifically because they were believed to 
promote tribalism. 


The public's enthusiasm in appearing before the com- 
mittee seemed to grow as the hearings moved to new 
venues. In some instances, Szitoti was prevailed upon to 
explain what he said were misunderstandings about the 
role of the committee. In Kisumu, some of those who 
appeared protested over the fact that Aringo had criti- 
cised Muge’s submissions on a public platform despite 
assurances that views expressed before the committee 
would not lead to intimidation. Saitoti defended Aringo, 
saying that by supplying his submissions to the press, 
Muge had opened his views to puslic discussion. 


But the question that persisted was what the committee is 
going to do about the wi ing and strongly-held views 
that are not within its terms of reference. The very forma- 
tion of the committee and some of the statements made by 
Kanu leaders since have generally raised public expecta- 
tions that reforms within Kanu are on the way. Last 
weekend, for instance, Aringo told a fund-raising meeting 
in Nairobi that Kenyans should expect far-reaching 
changes in the party's structure and policies and that Kanu 
would soon announce measures to enhance dialogue, open- 
ness and a generally more effective democratic system to 
guide the party ana the government. In view of the fact 
that the review committee has yet to complete its task, 
Aringo's remarks were seen to suggest that the party wishes 
to introduce reforms outside the terms of reference. That, 
in any case, is clearly what the public wants, judging from 
the numerous presentations submitted to the committee. 
Even though the committee may have the mandate to deal 
with the majority of these issues, the views it has received 
from the public have no doubt put pressure on the party 
and the government as a whole to move towards a wider 
range of reforms. The public's hopes are high and they 
were further strengthened by Saitoti in Kisumu when he 
told the press that the committee's final report will be a 
major landmark in the contribution of ordinary Kenyans 
to the country’s development. 


* Presidential Term Limit, Reforms Examined 
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[Article: “The Question of Limits”) 
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[Text] When Mr. Lambert Akello, a well known soccer 
administrator, arrived before the Kanu [Kenya Afncan 
National Union] Review Committee as it wound up its 
Sittings in INairobi, he proposed that detention without 
trial be expunged from the statute books. Asked by a 
member of the committee, Mr. Shariff Nassir, whether he 
could differentiate beiween security issues and purely 
party issues, he retorted that Kenya was run by a Kanu 
government, with the executors of policy being Kanu 
members and, therefore, the two could not be separated. 
That might well be the same logic that has seen the review 
committee forced to listen to proposals way beyond the 
limited terms of reference, with many of the suggestions 
centering on matters that would have to be the subject of 
constitutional changes if they were to be effected. 


One particular issue that is gaining momentum concerns 
the office of the presidency, with more suggestions that 
there be both a limited tenure of office and that the 
president be elected directly by the people. Limit+tion of 
tenure was not an issue in Kenya until Anglicon Bishop 
Henry Okullu made the call for a two-term limit in 
kicking-off the multi-party debate in Apri! The sugges- 
tion has since been taken up by mult’ ponents 
and the Kanu Review Committee dt indzted 
with similar calls. But for some rea: here .cems to be 
the belief that a limited term of pre it (onure is a 
cardinal step to democratisation. ~ vhiy major 
Western democracy with a limited term is ihe United 
States, with the 22nd amendment to the constitution 
enacted in 1951, following the re-election of an ailing 
President Franklin Roosevelt for a fourth t«rm in 1944 
despite unwritten tradition that limited presidents to 
two four-year terms. 


The limited tenure of office remains principally an 
American device, having been taken up only by a few of 
the emerging democracies in South and Central 
America. It has not spread in any notable way to Western 
Europe or the emerging democracies in Eastern Europe 
and neither the oid British colonial dominions in the 
Americas—Canada and the Caribbean Isiands— 
Austra!ia and New Zealand. Why a limited presidential! 
tenure is gaining so much currency in Kerya is not clear, 
bui it might very well be linked to issues pertaining to the 
presidency which are also being aired, such as presiden- 
tial elections, with the main grouse being that Kenyans 
do not have the opportunity to directly vote for a 
candidate of their choice. There has never been a presi- 

dential election since Independence, with both Mzee 
Jomo Kenyatta and his successor, President Daniel arap 
Moi, invariably sailing through without opposition. 

In Kenya's one party state, Kanu's nominee for the 
republican presidency, invariably the party president, 

faces no opposition in the absence of an opposition party 
to put up a rival candidate and is declared to have been 
elected unopposed. The problem might not be so much 
that there is never an election, but in the manner in 
which the Kanu nominee is chosen. Like all other party 
posts, the president is elected by delegates at an annual 
general meeting rather than by the party rank and file. 
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But even if provisions were made for he party president 
to be elected by a poll encompassing all party members, 
there would still remain the issue of non-party members 
feeling left out in the election of a president. One 
proposal brought before the Kanu Review Committee 
would be for the president, even if unopposed, to face a 
“yes or no” poll, only being confirmed on attainment of 
a certain percentage. 


In the same regard, it has been suggested that the Kanu 
nomination process of election to parliament and local 
authorities be modified so that the 70 percent rule will 
only be applicable to the fraction of either total regis- 
tered Kanu members or total registered voters in a given 
constituency. A different variation has been tried out 
with Gorbachev era elections in the Soviet Union, where 
in the event of only a single candidate declaring for a 
seat, he will still have to face the electorate to confirm 
that he is acceptable to the majority. This process 
worked effectively in !988 to weed out locally powerful 
Brezhnev era holdovers whose hold on the party 
machinery had in the past ensured that they were nom- 
inated without opposition. 


The system: can very well work for local posts, but would 
create a constitutional crisis were there to be an impasse 
in respect of the presidency. The figure suggested—75 
percent—is rather high, even though similar systems are 
operational in a number of other one-party states in 
Africa, notably Zambia, where the party nominee rou- 
tinely runs away with 99 percent plus of the “yes, no” 
vote. There are a number of other issues raised before the 
Kanu Review Committee that would ultimately necessi- 
tate important constitutional amendments. But there are 
still many grey areas on the stage at which such consti- 
tutional amendments can be discussed and effected. One 
suggestion has been that the current parliament—widely 
dismissed by Kanu critics as not genuinely representa- 
tive—be dissolved, to make way for fresh general elec- 
tions and a new parliament to tackle the issue at hand. 
The dissolution of parliament is a presidential preroga- 
tive, but that aside, there have even been calls for the 
resignation of the present government, which would be 
replaced by an interim government of national unity 
with powers to effect some constitutional changes before 
convening of fresh general elections, possibly in a multi- 
party system. But what is a government of national 
unity? Such a step is useful in a situation where there is 
clear del neation between contending parties. Such was 
the state in the Chad of the early ‘Eighties, where the two 
competing factions led respectively by Mr. Hissene 
Habre and Mr. Goukouni Weddeye formed a short-lived 
Transitional Government of National Unity (GUNT). 
The Chad case was a unique situation, coming in the 
midst of a civil war and no existing government to speak 
of. The same device is also common in many modern 
multi-party states, where general elections leave no clear 
winner, the impasse being broken by a unitary power- 
sharing arrangement between the main contenders. Italy 
and France have tried it in recent times. The most 
topical experiment of that nature would be in Israel, 
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where the Socialist Labour Party and the conservative 
Likud alliance have in the recent past both been unable 
to form a government, leading to power sharing agree- 
ments, and the current marathon deadlock, where each 
of the two parties have rejected power sharing while 
none has been able to woe enough of the fringe parties to 
forge a workab!e majority. 


The problem with the idea of a governn.cnt of national 
unity is that there is no organised and identifiable 
Opposition to be so co-opted into government. Even 
though some figures such as the detained Messrs. Ken- 
neth Matiba and Charles Rubia and their fellow travel- 
lers in the multi-party campaign may have earned rec- 
ognition of sorts of leaders of the unofficial opposition, a 
move to co-opt them, or any other figures into govern- 
ment, might be putting the cart before the horse: the 
constitutional mechanics simply do not exist and would 
have to be created first. Any such moves would involve 
a labyrinth of constitutional changes, probably tempo- 
rary ones at that but that goes back to the question 
whether the present parliament would be willing to make 
the demanded changes. And back to the suggestion that 
parliament simply be dissolved, new elections called and 
the resulting presumably more legitimate parliament be 
left to tackle the issues. But what leaves out the “oppo- 
sition figures” who happen to be ineligible to vie for 
parliament, a good number not being members of Kanu. 
Of course, the party could relent and allow them to stand 
on a Kanu ticket. Or alternatively, the issue be handled 
by an amendment by the present parliament allowing for 
independent candidates, a measure which has already 
attained sizeable support as the middle ground between 
a one-party and a multi-party system. 


The technicalities and modalities of managing change 
aside, other issues that would require constitutional 
amendments deserve a closer look. One is the creation of 
the post of prime minister. The issue made banner 
headlines in THE DAILY NATION last week, but was 
quickly refuted by the secretary-general of the National 
Council of Churches of (NCCK). THE NATION, alone 
amongst the three local dailies had reported the NCCK 
recommending before the committee the establishment 
of a multi-party system and the creation of a prime 
minister’s post. The NCCK secretary-general, the Rev. 
Samuel Kobia and the chairman of the Justice, Peace 
and Reconciliation Committee, Bishop George Njun- 
guna appeared before the review committee last week, 
and resolutely refused to divulge the contents of their 
memoranda to eager pressmen. But Njunguna, alone, 
later made his way to Nation House, hence the exclusive 
which was promptly refuted b,; Kobia. It later tran- 
spired, from Kobia’s statement, that the NCCK had 
indeed suggested that since Kanu had already shown that 
it was not opposed in principle to a future move to 
multi-party politics, then it should take the lead by 
coming up with a programme for such a change. But the 
issue of the post of prime minister was not included in 
the written memoranda and only came up in the course 
of an exchange of view when Kobia and Njunguna 


10 EAST AFRICA 


suggested to the committee that in the event of a multi- 
party system, then such a post might be necessary for the 
leader of the party that forms the government. The two 
also suggested that in such a situation, then the president 
should be a figure above party politics and elected by 
popular vote. There was no word on the different func- 
tions of the prime minister and the president. 


The prime minister debate is almost as old as Indepen- 
dence. Kenyatta started off as the prime minister and 
served in that capacity until the 1964 republican consti- 
tution which abolished the post and made the head of the 
ruling party the president. Since then, the issue of 
reviving the post has arisen intermittently. In the later 
years of the Kenyatta government, there was a feeling in 
some quarters that the revival of the post would help 
take a load off his shoulders. But there was also suspicion 
that those mooting the idea might have had their own 
political objectives in mind in light of the power plays 
taking place around the elderly president at the time. 
And only as recently as two years ago, the issue came up 
again when President Moi firmly declared that there was 
no truth to rumours that the post of a prime minister 
might be created. The president simultaneously shot 
down rumours doing the rounds that he was in less than 
perfect health, an illustration of the way in which the 
prime minister issue has come to be viewed in Kenya. 


If there was a serious intention of reviving the post, the 
there would be a wealth of examples to study from in the 
region. There was the system in the early years of 
Zimbabwe’s independence where the leader of the ruling 
party served as executive prime minister—much like in 
India—with the help of a non-partisan president largely 
confined to ceremonial duties. Then there are the exam- 
ples from Uganda, Tanzania and Zambia, where there is 
a strong executive president governing with the help of a 
prime minister, who takes the flak in the event of a 
political crisis, in effect providing insulation for the 
president. 


Other suggestions brought before the committee of leg- 
islative importance centre on a number of important 
constitutional amendments since independence. This 
includes the issue of preventive detention, which is a 
topical issue with the recent detention of Matiba, Rubia 
and Mr. Raila Odinga. Feelings have been expressed that 
detention without trial should only be enforced during a 
state of emergency as there exists adequate judicial 
channels to deal with normal security issues. There have 
also been strong representations suggesting the repeal! of 
more recent amendments that removed the security of 
tenure for the Public Service Commission, the controller 
and auditor-general, the attorney-general and members 
of the judiciary. Most passionate have been the calls for 
reinstatement of security of tenure for the latter, judges 
of the High Court and Court of Appeal, with feelings 
being that the amendments compromised on the inde- 
pendence of the judiciary. According to Mr. Francis 
Maina, who appeared before the Kanu Review Com- 
mittee in Nairobi, the removal of security of tenure for 
judges was a deliberate ploy before the 1988 general 
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election to facilitate rigging, when a compliant bench 
would then not be predisposed to give a fair hearing at 
the ensuing election petitions. 


Somalia 


Siad Barre Reshuffles New Government 17 Sep 


AB1809091290 Paris AFP in English 0802 GMT 
18 Sep 90 


[Text] Mogadishu, Sept 18 (AFP)}—Embattled Somali 
President Mohamed Siad Barre announced a reshuffle in 
his new government Monday [17 Sep], only two weeks 
after he dismissed the former cabinet for incompetence. 


Major-General Siad Barre, who seized power in a 1969 
coup, faces mounting political and armed opposition. 
Rebels control much of northern Somalia, and bomb 
blasts frequently shake the capital, Mogadishu. 


The president’s office said Maj-Gen. Siad Barre had 
approved a proposal by his new Prime Minister 
Mohamed Hawadle Madar to appoint journalist Omar 
Mohamed Abdurahman as information minister, 
replacing Farah Dahir Afey, now tourism minister. 


He appointed a new commander of the National Secu- 
rity Service, Brigadier General Aden Jama Irde, 
replacing General Mohamed Jibril Muse, and dismissed 
Mogadishu mayor Sayid Omar Hagi Mohamed, naming 
Brigadier General Ahmed Jilao to replace him. 


Central bank governor Omar Ahmed Omar has been 
nudg, ‘d into retirement, and Hussein Mohamed Farid is 
acting governor. 


The appointment of the new government, largely the 
same as the previous team which was dismissed after 
only eight months in office, has apparently done little to 
boost support for Maj-Gen. Siad Barre or to stop 
Somalia sliding further into chaos. 


Two days after the cabinet took office, four bomb blasts 
rocked Mogadishu, killing at least two people. The biggest 
wrecked the entrance of the central post office. Other 
targets were the information and interior ministries. 


Diplomats said the bombings, which followed a series of 
unclaimed blasts since June, could have been a way of 
greeting the new government, in which the main innovation 
was the choice of Mr. Madar, a northerner, as premier. 


Mr. Madar belongs to the Issaq clan which provides the 
rebel Somali National Movement with most of its fighters. 


Maj-Gen. Siad Barre has promised free general elections 
in February, preceded by a referendum next month on 
restoring multi-party politics. 
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Tanzania 


Mwinyi Receives Saudi Envoy, Fahd Message 


EA1609221490 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service 
in Swahili 1900 GMT 16 Sep 90 


[Text] Dodoma—President Ali Hassan Mwinyi has 
expressed concern over the bad situation facing the 
people of Saudi Arabia arising from the concentration of 
troops in the Gulf. Addressing a special envoy from King 
Fahd of Saudi Arabia in Dodoma today, President 
Mwinyi reiterated Tanzania’s position on the Gulf crisis 
and called on Iraq to unconditionally withdraw its troops 
from Kuwait. He said this was a way toward peace, 
failing which the region would be under serious threat. 
President Mwinyi told the envoy, Shaykh ‘Abd-al-Aziz 
al-Thanayan, that Tanzanians were not prepared to 
support aggressive acts of one country against the other. 


The Saudi envoy thanked Tanzanians for their stand on 
various international issues. He also delivered a special 
message from King Fahd to President Mwinyi. 
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PLO To Evacuate Citizens ‘Trapped’ in Kuwait 


EA1709060090 Dar es Salaam External Service 
in English 1600 GMT 16 Sep 90 


[Text] Dar es Salaam—Tanzania and the PLO have 
agreed that the organization would help in the search of 
Tanzanians trapped in Kuwait and evacuate them to the 
nearest country where plans to return them home are 
under way. A statement by the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs said today that the move follows the failure by 
the Iraqi Government to heed to the request by Tanzania 
to Iraq to ferry the Tanzanians to the nearest country 
where Tanzania had agreed to receive and return them 
home. The statement also said that Tanzania had 
directed its embassies in Cairo and Riyadh to receive 
and assist any Tanzanians who have managed on their 
own to get out of Kuwait. It said the government has 
given priority to the security of Tanzanian citizens in 
Kuwait and was making all efforts to evacuate and return 
them home. 
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De Klerk: ‘Iron Fist’ Has No Political Motives 


MB1709172090 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1705 GMT 17 Sep 90 


[Text] Pretoria Sept 17 SAPA—The “‘iron fist” steps 
introduced to curb the country’s violence had no polit- 
ical motives, State President [SP] F.W. de Klerk stressed 
at a meeting with East Pondoland Paramount Chief 
Tutor Ndamase and Zulu King Goodwill Zwelithini on 
Monday [17 Sep]. 


According to a statement from the SP’s Pretoria office, 
Mr. de Klerk said the steps were to be applied impar- 
tially, to restore peace and stability. The maintenance of 
law and order was a prerequisite for progress towards a 
negotiated settlement in the country. Mr. de Klerk was 
assisted by Foreign Affairs Minister Pik Botha at the 
Union Buildings meeting. The SP expressed his appreci- 
ation to President Ndmase and to King Goodwill for the 
positive attitude that they, as leaders, had taken during 
their weekend rallies. 


He called on both to urge their followers to assist the SA 
Police in its efforts to restore law and order. The security 
forces were only able to be fully effective if they had the 
cooperation of the public. In this regard it was also 
important that unnecessary boycotts and marches be 
avoided as they constituted flashpoints leading to vio- 
lence, it was noted. 


President Calls Violence Black Power-Struggle 


MB1709152890 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1520 GMT 17 Sep 90 


[By leteke Turkstra and Norman Patterton] 


[Text] Pretoria Sept 17 SAPA—President F.W. de Klerk 
said on Monday [17 Sep] he would be in a position to 
announce additional steps to curb violence in Reef 
townships later this week. Opening a Public Servants’ 
Association congress in Pretoria, Mr. de Klerk con- 
firmed the State Security Council had reviewed security 
measures on Monday. 


Mr. de Klerk said the Reef violence constituted a new 
turning point, and that the government was urgently 
taking steps to arrest the violence. Transgressors would 
be prosecuted because the country could not be allowed 
to lapse into a state of anarchy. 


Also on Monday, President de Klerk said at a meeting 
with Italian businessmen in Pretoria the security mea- 
sures would be taken to ensure an atmosphere “in which 
we will assist in continuing unfettered with the process of 
negotiation for a new constitutional dispensation.” 


The nature of violence had been changing. Previously 
violence had been directed against the state to overthrow the 
government. The government had been an “illegal white 
racist regime” but this was no longer so, Mr. de Klerk said. 
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“The violence we have now is violence... of various black 
political factions trying to get the upper hand within the 
black society so that they can play a leading role in the 
negotiation process.” 


The government’s attitude was that all leaders should be 
part of the negotiations. A police spokesman said issues 
on the government’s agenda on Monday included the 
curfew and the use of police reservists. Additional mea- 
sures may also be considered, he confirmed. 


F. W. De Klerk Addresses Italian Businessmen 


MB1709110990 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1024 GMT 17 Sep 90 


[Text] Pretoria Sept 17 SAPA—All South African 
leaders have the right not to be intimidated and to be 
part of the solution for the new South Africa, State 
President F. W. de Klerk, said on Monday [17 Sep]. 


Addressing a meeting of Italian businessmen at the Union 
Buildings he said the government now had the support of all 
leaders for the maintainance of law and order. 


Calls were made by church leaders across the spectrum 
that the government must take strong steps to end the 
violence and “I want to give you the assurance that is 
exactly what we are doing”. 


Zulu King Goodwill Zwelethini and Chief Tutor Ndamase 
both took a strong lead to end intimidation, Mr. De Klerk 
said, after he had discussions with them earlier Monday 
morning. 


Mr. De Klerk gave them assurance that political prob- 
lems would be solved. 


“There will come a new dispensation where there will be full 
opportunities for people in this country but which will 
safeguard values in which we believe,” Mr. De Klerk said. 


He said South Africa had to ensure free enterprise as a 
basis of the economic system. “It must safeguard prop- 
erty and ownership and offer to all investors a return on 
their money and security with regard to that return. 
Therefore I see unfolding in South Africa a system which 
investors and other countries can trust, a system in step 
with international economic thinking. A system recogn- 
ising the very principles which are adhered to in those 
countries with a strong and growing economy that must 
and will be part of new South Africa,” said Mr. De Klerk. 


There was not a better time for investment in South 
Africa than now, Mr. De Klerk continued. He said the 
government could not spell out the time schedules but he 
gave the assurance “we are in a hurry.” 


The inflation rate was coming down and Mr. De Klerk 
gave the assurance that inflation would get under proper 
control. ““We will continue to apply....financial policy to 
ensure a sound economy to lay a basis and foundation 
for a growing and vibrant economy.” 
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Mr. De Klerk said South Africa would be the platform on 
which cooperation with neighbour countries would be 
launched to improve the economica situation of the 
African continent. In his discussions with government 
leaders of Europe and Africa there was the realisation 
that SA was the “hub” of the economy. 


He said a new South Africa would come about that will offer 
a safe and secure investment, atmosphere, climate and 
environment. “At the same time I give you the assurance 
that stability will be maintained,” Mr. De Klerk said. 


The government would not allow the country to fall in a 
state of anarchy or become a one-party state. “The govern- 
ment will not allow the country to slide down the same 
negative ladder that the rest of Africa had slid down,” said 
Mr. De Klerk. 


He hoped that this visit would give the Italian busi- 
nessmen the necessary perspective to really understand 
South Africa. “Once you understand this then you will 
share my positive hope on South Africa,” he added. 


Nation Ready To Sign NPT, With ‘Conditions’ 


MB1709190490 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1856 GMT 17 Sep 90 


[Text] Pretoria Sept 17 SAPA—South Africa is ready to 
sign the Nuclear 'Non-proliferation Treaty [NPT], but on 
certain conditions, Foreign Affairs Minister Pik Botha 
said on Monday night [17 Sep]. 


“The South African Government is prepared to accede to 
the treaty in the context of an equal commitment by other 
states in the scuthern African region,” he said in a state- 
ment. “Viewed within the context of the government's 
irreversible reform initiatives, the proposed action under- 
scores South Africa’s commitment to contribute to peace 
and regional security” in the region, he added. 


Mr. Botha said the move followed several rounds of discus- 
sions with the main signatories to the treaty—the United 
States, the Soviet Union and the United Kingdom. The 
decision, he added, was also taken in the light of dramatic 
changes in Central and Eastern Europe, “which have led to 
a lessening of tension” between the superpowers. 


“Indeed, the South African Government has itself con- 
sulted a number of African governments on the desir- 
ability of establishing a nuclear-free area at least in the 
southern African region,” the foreign minister said in the 
statement issued in Pretoria. 


“Such a move would further remove suspicions and should 
sirengthen the economic and geographical cohesion of the 
region.” South Africa is an important uranium exporting 
country and has a well developed nuclear programme. 
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Pik Botha Criticizes UN Resolution on Nation 


MB1809053290 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2219 GMT 17 Sep 90 


[Text] Pretoria Sept 17 SAPA—South African Foreign 
Affairs Minister Mr Pik Botha on Monday [17 Sep} night 
said the government considered any United Nations reso- 
lution which endeavoured to prescribe to South Africans 
how they should conduct their internal affairs as a viola- 
tion of the UN Charter, and therefore rejected it. 


Reacting to a resolution adopted on Monday by the UN 
General Assembly on the declaration of apartheid, Mr 
Botha said much of what was contained in the resolution 
was obsolete rhetoric. 


He described as “unwarranted” discussion of a report 
circulated by the UN secretary-general after a recent visit 
to SA by a team under the leadership of under secretary 
general for special political questions, Mr A.A. Farah. 


“The General Assembly has not been able to come to terms 
with what has happened in SA since February 2. To those 
who still persist in refusing to admit the evidence of ‘pro- 
found and irreversible change’, | invite them to describe 
how government can reverse the actions it has already taken 
and those to which it is irrevocably committed.” 


Mr Botha noted “with appreciation that the international 
community had at least publicly recognised the important 
changes being implemented by the government.” 


He said he hoped this more realistic assessment of events in 
SA would convince those “who follow them less closely.” 


He said there was nothing for the General Assembly to 
discuss unless it were to take the opportunity reccom- 
mended in his September 11 letter to the secretary- 
general to recognise the changes that have taken place in 
SA, and to reaffirm it was for South Africans alone to 
determine their future. 


Mandela on ANC Supporters’ Arms Request 


MB1709163290 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1625 GMT 17 Sep 90 


{By Ben Maclennan] 


[Text] Worcester Sept 17 SAPA—The African National 
Congress [ANC] would have no alternative but to con- 
cede to the demand of its supporters for arms if the 
government did not take effective action to deal with the 
violence in the country, ANC Deputy President Nelson 
Mandela said on Monday [17 Sep]. 


He told about 350 people at the Sohnge College of 
Education in Worcester that the ANC was reluctant to 
provide supporters with arms because it was committed 
to the idea of peace. 


“But we will not stand by and see our people mown 
down like dogs,” the ANC leader said. “We will have to 
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defend them and the only way in this situation is to 
accept their demand for arms.” 


He added: “This demand was in the same spirit of the 
Afrikaners’ resort to arms in their fight for freedom. We 
are not going to keep silent unless the government takes 
action to stop this violence completely.” 


Mr. Mandela said he accepted that there had been a 
misunderstanding between him and the President F.W. 
de Klerk over the existence of a third force operating in 
the Transvaal violence. After their meeting on Thursday 
he had said that Mr. de Klerk admitted the existence of 
such a force. 


“This afternoon (Monday) I received a phone call from 
Minister Gerrit Viljoen with a message from the state 
president in which he said I had misunderstood him. In 
the course of our discussions he did say there is a force 
deliberately orchestrating this violence and that the 
government is going to track down this force and use all 
means at its disposal to eliminate it.” 


“I accept he did not mean there was a third force (and 
that he meant) there was a possibility that from the 
contending parties in this violence it may be there is a 
force that is being orchestrated and fuelling this violence. 
I accept that.” 


However, he was amazed the government was dragging 
its feet in dealing with the violence. 


Further Comments 


MB1709171690 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1701 GMT 17 Sep 90 


{By Ben Maclennan] 


[Text] Worcester Sept 17 SAPA—The National Execu- 
tive of the African National Congress [ANC] will hold an 
emergency meeting on Tuesday [18 Sep] to consider 
“very carefully” the government’s reaction to the Trans- 
vaal violence, Congress Deputy President Nelson Man- 
dela said in Worcester o11 Monday. 


“If we find there is no will on the part of the government to 
take emphatic steps to stop this violence then we will have 
to make a decision that will reverse almost everything that 
was done since the beginning of May this year.” 


He said the ANC was finding its committment to peace 
increasingly difficult. “In these circumstances it should 
be very easy for us to walk out of the talks in which we 
are engaged. We will not, because we initiated them.” 


Abandoning the talks now would mean playing into the 
hands of the “third force” which was orchestrating the 
violence, he noted. 


“But all this is subject to the government carrying out its 
duties.... If the goverment does not carry out its duties we 
will have to consider ways and means of defending our 
people against these criminal attacks.” Mr. Mandela was 
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speaking to about 6,000 people at a Worcester sports field at 
the end of a !-day whistle-stop tour of Boland towns. 


State To Prosecute Winnie Mandela for Death 


MB1809092390 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0835 GMT 18 Sep 90 


[Text] Johannesburg Sept 18 SAPA—Winnie Mandela is to 
face charges of kidnap and assault with intent to commit 
grievous bodily harm, the Witwatersrand attorney-general’s 
[AG] office announced on Tuesday [18 Sep]. 


She will stand trial in the Rand supreme court with seven 
other accused who have already been charged, and who 
are due to appear again in the regional court in Soweto 
on September 24, a statement from the attorney-general 
said. 


AG Klaus von Lieres und Wilkau said in the statement 
he had, during September 1989 when he decided to 
prosecute Jerry Richardson, “coach” of the so-called 
Mandela United Football Club, for the murder of child 
activist James Moketsi “Stompie” Seipei, indicated he 
would reserve his decision in respect of Mrs Mandela 
until after the Richardson case had been disposed of. 


“That position has now been reached.” 


He added: “I have now had the opportunity to study the 
matter and after careful consideration of all the relevant 
facts, including possible implications beyond the normal 
legal ones, I have decided to prosecute Mrs Mandela on 
the same: 


“Four (4) counts of kidnapping and four (4) counts of 
assault with intent to commit grievous bodily harm for 
which Mr Richardson had also been charged.” 


Mrs Mandela would be tried in the Witwatersrand local 
division of the supreme court together with seven others 
who had already been charged and who were due to 
appear again in the regional court, Soweto, [word indis- 
tinct] “on 24th instant. On that day it is intended to 
postpone the matter to the supreme court, Johannesburg, 
for an early trial date,” Mr Von Lieres said. 


He added: “The names of most of the witnesses the 
prosecution will be calling are already a matter of public 
record. I must however caution that any attempt of 
whatever nature by whoever to either directly or indi- 
rectly intimidate or interefere with any of the witnesses 
will unhesitatingly be dealt with the fullest vigour the law 
can command. In various quarters it has been claimed 
that Mrs Mandela has been unjustly victimised by being 
refused an opportunity to defend herself. During a recent 
visit to the United States, she has been reported in the 
press as having said that ‘she would welcome being 
charged in the murder of Stompie...so that she could 
appear in court to defend herself’.” 


The AG said his decision to prosecute had not been 
taken in response to “these various claims and state- 
ments, whether they are correct or not, but because of my 
understanding of the facts, the law of the land and my 
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duty as attorney-general to uphold and apply the law to 
all alike. Earlier this (Tuesday) morning, I conveyed my 
decision to Mr Ismaili Ayob who is Mrs Mandela’s 
attorney. Should the necessary cooperation, as I have 
requested, be forthcoming, there will be no need to resort 
to strong measures to ensure Mrs Mandela’s attendance 
at court.” 


Richardson, who was also charged with and found guilty 
of Stompie’s murder, was sentenced to death by a Rand 
supreme court judge earlier this year. 


The sentence has yet to be carried out. No executions 
have taken piace since government eased legislation 
concerning capital punishment. Those sentenced to hang 
now have automatic right to appeal. 


Inkatha Party Resolutions on Unrest, Talks 


MB1609123290 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1001 GMT 16 Sep 90 


{[SAPA PR Wire Service; issued by: the Chief Minister's 
Office, Ulundi—Resolutions of the Central Committe 
Meeting of the Inkatha Freedom Par’ ; date not given] 


[Text] [No dateline as received} RESOL! TIONS 
Resolution |. 


We the members of the Central Committee of Inkatha 
Freedom Party [IFP] deplore the violence that is taking 
place in kwaZulu, in Natal and politics designed to 
str+ agthen certain party political associations has urged 
blacks to use violence for political purposes and that 
responsible organisations now have the temerity to 
blame Inkatha Freedom Party for the violence they 
themselves have propagated. 


We say that it is totally intolerable that Dr Nelson 
Mandela steadfastly refuses to meet our president, Dr 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi, to sit and ta'k with him and then 
to go forth with him to act against violence. 


We therefore resolve: 


1. To say yet again categorically and forcefully that 
Inkatha Freedom Party Central Committee has never 
planned for violent action nor has any other IFP struc- 
ture done so and to protest against the false accustions 
levelled at us that we are responsible for violence. 


2. To call upon the ANC’s [African National Congress) 
National Executive to put South Africa first and to stop 
hindering Dr Mandela in his intention to meet with 
President Mangosuthu Buthelezi. 


3. To call on all the governments in the world, and to call 
on the Organisation of African Unity and to call on the 
United Nations to demand that Dr Mandela now acts for 
the sake of those being maimed and killed and to meet 
with Dr Buthelezi. 


4. To call on all right-minded black South Africans to 
withdraw from any engagement in black-on-black 
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internecine violence which so shames blacks in South 
Africa and which so mars the memory of our heroes and 
our martyrs. 


Resolution 2. 


We the members of the Central Committee of Inkatha 
Freedom Party stand foursquare behind our president in 
his demand that negotiations now get off the ground. We 
stand foursquare behind his demand that violence is put 
aside in favour of negotiations. We stand foursquare 
behind our president’s demand that the ANC must stop 
talking war while it postures for peace. We say killing 
talk must now stop. We say war talk must now stop. 


We therefore resolve: 


1. To call on the state president as we hereby do to call an 
initial opening conference of all those who would hope to 
be included around the negotiating table and to discuss 
with them the ways and means of getting negotiations off 
the ground as soon as humanly possible. 


2.To call on the state president now to recognise that those 
who posture for peace but campaign for violence either 
verbally or physically on the ground must be endorsed out 
of the negotiating process and negotiations must begin 
with whosoever qualifies for negotiations by campaigning 
for peace and campaigning against violence. 


3. To state that it is now becoming necessary to start 
thinking about calling Dr Mandela’s Bluff by laughing at 
his threats of resurrecting the armed struggle which was 
long since doomed and which is as dangerous to South 
Africa as a damp squib could be. 


4. To call on black South Africans to stand up to be 
counted in the process of establishing that the ANC’s 
so-called armed struggle is no more than an ANC armed 
attack against black political opposition. 


Resolution 3. 


We the members of the Central Committee of Inkatha 
Freedom Party are deeply aware of the extent to which 
money actually buys power in politics. We are deeply 
aware that Inkatha Freedom Party will ever- increasingly 
become ever more disadvantaged in its vital role to 
ensure that a multi-party democracy actually does 
emerge in South Africa if the world in general, and the 
United States in particular, continues to look at negoti- 
ations as bi-polar and to involve only the ANC and the 
government. 


We therefore resolve: 


1. To inform President George Bush and the United States 
Government that the present emerging bias in the United 
States’ various funding programmes both governmental 
and non-governmental will have disastrous consequences 
for democracy in South Africa if the bias continues to 
favour the African National Congress and their South 
African Communist Party in-house working allies. 
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2. To call on the American ambassador in South Africa 
to convey our disquiet to President Bush and to obtain a 
formal American Government statement about the cri- 
teria on which aid is going to be provided for the 
development of democracy in South Africa and to ensure 
our president that Inkatha Freedom Party will get its fair 
share of whatever financial support the United States 
deems fit to provide for the development of democracy 
in this country. 


Resolution 4. 


We the members of the Central Committee of Inkatha 
Freedom Party being deeply aware that in effect the 
election campaign for a future non-racial government 
after negotiations have already begun and being aware of 
how disadvantaged Inkatha Freedom Party is because it 
lacks the necessery funding to establish an election 
campaign base. 


We resolve: 


1. To call for the establishment of an Inkatha Freedom Party 
election work committee which would begin to prioritise 
lists of possible locations for the opening of regional offices. 
[Word indistinct] task of establishing the kind of training 
programmes that would be require to prepare Inkatha 
Freedom Party leaders to man such offices. 


Resolution 5. 


We the members of the Central Committee of Inkatha 
Freedom Party have always been aware of the extent to 
which Inkatha has been uniquely rooted in grass root 
society and has been uniquely democratic among black 
political parties in South Africa. 


We have always been proud of our president's leadership 
which has kept Inkatha a market-place constituency force 
and we fully support his insistance that when it comes to 
negotiations, negotiations for kwaZulu must begin were 
things must left suspended in the progress from the estab- 
lishment of a joint executive authority to a joint legislative 
authority and must begin where things were left suspended 
after the kwaZulu/Natal indaba produced its draft constitu- 
tional proposals. [sentence as received] 


We therefore resolve: 


1. To call for an Inkatha Freedom Party negotiating work 
group which will begin working to esablish correct and 
effective complementary approaches around a future nego- 
tiating table in which what kwaZulu negotiates for harmo- 
nises with what Inkatha Freedom Party negotiates for. 


2. To request the negotiating work group to establish 
quite clearly two negotiating platforms which will ensure 
that Inkatha Freedom Party negotiates at the national 
level about national issues while the kwaZulu negotiating 
platform develops the kwaZulu demands for a united 
kwaZulu/Natal entity to which authority can be dele- 
gated downwards from central government. 
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Group Says Government Wishes It To Join Talks 


MB1609162190 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1557 GMT 16 Sep 90 


[Text] Pietersburg Sept 16 SAPA—The government has 
invited the militant Azanian People’s Organisation 
[AZAPO] to take part in exploratory talks on a constitution 
for a new South Africa, according to AZAPO’s Strini 
Moodley. 


Addressing the organisation's national council in Seshego, 
Pietersburg, on Sunday [16 Sep], Mr Moodley said the 
invitation came on Friday from the deputy minister of 
constitutional development, Mr Roelf Meyer. 


The letter urged AZAPO to commit itself and become 
actively, openly and formally involved in the process of 
peacefully shaping the constitutional future of the country. 


AZAPO is the second militant extra-parliamentary organi- 
sation to be invited by the government within weeks to take 
part in the talks. Two weeks ago, similar overtures were 
extended to the Pan Africanist Congress [PAC]. 


Mr Moodley said AZAPO’s reaction to the invitation 
would be made known at a news conference in Cape 
Town on Monday. 


AZAPO© and PAC have been strongly opposed to nego- 
tiation, mainly because the government was unwilling 
to relinquish power, and the organisations’ involvement 
in (i¢ talks would achieve nothing towards majority rule, 
SAP 4's correspondent reported from Pietersburg. 


AZAPO favours the creation of a constituent assembly to 
draft a constitution for a new South Africa, and has 
called for one man one vote in a unitary state and the 
redistribution of wealth and land. 


The government, meanwhile, has turned down the con- 
stituent assembly demand, also made by the PAC and 
the ANC [African National Congress], saying its legiti- 
macy was not in dispute. 


It has also indicated that one man one vote without the 
protection of minority group rights was unacceptable, 
and that white land was not to be affected by any land 
redistribution programme. 


PAC Discusses Future Economic Policy 


MB1809111690 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1104 GMT 18 Sep 90 


[Text] Cape Town Sept 18 SAPA—The Pan Africanist 
Congress (PAC) plans to use Old Mutual [Insurance 
Company] and Sanlam [South African National Life 
Assurance Company] policy holders’ funds for the restri- 
bution of wealth, according to Zambian University stra- 
tegic management lecturer Mr Sipho Shabalala. 


Such plans were part of the PAC’s economic policy, 
spelled out in detail in a speech by Mr Shabalala—read 
in his absence by PAC General Secretary Mr Benny 
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Alexander—at the 5th annual convention of the Associ- 
ation of Black Accountants of Southern Africa (ARASA) 
in Cape Town on Monday [17 Sep]. 


Through state appointment of top management and 
workers’ involvement in policy decisions, the state 
would influence and direct the economic policies of 
companies, in which Sanlam and Old Mutual had con- 
tolling shares, Mr Shabalala said. 


Wealth distribution and creation were not necessarily 
mutually exclusive, he added. 


Redistribution sould be mindful of medium to long- 
term economic development and the need for capital 
reproduction and accumulation. 


Resources providing the means to create wealth—not 
just existing wealth—would be redistributed, he said. 


The PAC forsaw state-owned enterprises, worker-owned 
but state-sponsored organisations, as well as private 
profit- and non-profit organisations. 


Multi-organisation enterprises would be established in areas 
where “no single organisation or enterprise was technically, 
financially, politically and managerially able to own and 
operate the entire economic venture”, he added. 


The state would specifically support business ventures 
by the “economically disadvantaged”. 


The PAC did not intend to create a state which would 
‘just be bleeding existing companies of their resources,” 
Mr Shabalala said. 


“In its redistribution role, the state will take into account 
the investment and income needs of the owners of 
existing business firms.” 


“Punitive state actions, motivated by mere intention to 
revenge or avenge the past economic sufferings of Afri- 
cans are not envisaged whatsoever. At the same time the 
poverty of the many and affluence of the few is equally 
unacceptable,” he added. 


He stressed state operations should not restrict entrepre- 
neurial ventures, as they played a positive development 
role. The PAC was not “obsessed with nationalising 
private sector corporations’, but more concerned about 
wealth redistribution of individual private companies to 
the workers, he said. 


This meant empowering workers to participate in deci- 
sion-making concerning financing, investment, divi- 
dend/reserves determination, location of business prod- 
ucts, market choices, pricing of offerings, income 
distribution, technology development, training and 
development and workers’ social benefits. Failing such 
participation, nationalisation should be considere’. Vir 
Shabalala said. 


Nationalisation would entail ownership transfer |: 
eign firms into nationally-owned companies through a 
process of localisation, state ownership of former private 
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shares with or without compensation, and entrepreneurs 
leasing nationalised assets for use and operation. 


Land would be redistributed for use by all “citizens of 
Azania” [South Africa] and compensation would be in 
the form of interest-bearing government bonds. “Every 
citizen of Azania shall have access to the land in the form 
of a long-term lease. Families will be allowed to pass this 
lease to their children but not to sell the land itself,” he 
said. The size of land units would be determined by 
population pressure, Mr Shabalala added. 


Israeli Envoy Reacts ‘Furiously’ to Mandela 


TA1509055590 Jerusalem Domestic Service 
in Hebrew 0505 GMT 15 Sep 90 


[Text] Addressing a Jewish congregation last night, 
Nelson Mandela attacked the Israeli Government's atti- 
tude toward the Palestinians and Yasir ‘Arafat. Rabbi 
‘Adi ‘Asavi, who heads the Johannesburg Reform Con- 
gregation, invited Mandela to the Friday night prayers at 
Temple Shalom. Mandela told the 1,500 congregation 
members that he condemns the Israeli Government for 
the repeated detentions, torture, and killings of Palestin- 
ians. He also demanded that Israel change its attitude 
toward ‘Arafat. 


Israeli Ambassador Tzvi Gov-Ari reacted furiously to 
the invitation to Mandela to participate in the Sabbath 
prayers and to his remarks. 


Right-Wing Fugitive Rudolph Arrested 17 Sep 


MB1709154890 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1500 GMT 17 Sep 90 


[Text] One of the most wanted men in South Africa, the 
right-winger Mr. Piet Rudolph, has been taken into 
custody in Pretoria. Mr. Rudolph, also known as Piet 
Skiet [Trigger-happy Piet], is wanted for questioning in 
connection with the theft of a quantity of arms and 
ammunition from Air Force Headquarters in Pretoria. 


The Minister of Law and Order, Mr. Adriaan Vlok, 
confirmed that Mr. Rudolph had been arrested in Paul 
Kruger Street in the Pretoria suburb of Wonderboom 
this afternoon. Another person, travelling in a car with 
him, was also arrested. Police seized a quantity of arms 
and ammunition, including two .38 revolvers, a shotgun, 
and a flare launcher. 


Mr. Vlok said the police would try to establish the 
whereabouts of Mr. Rudolph during the past few months 
as a matter of urgency. He also congratulated the police 
on their investigation, which had led to the arrest. 


[Johannesburg SAPA in English at 1023 GMT on 18 
September stated, “Police confirmed that both Mr 
Rudolph and Mr Chris Beetge were being held under 
Section 29 of the Internal Security Act.”’] 
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Boerstaat Party Reacts 


MB1709174890 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1730 GMT 17 Sep 90 


[Text] Johannesburg Sept 17 SAPA—The Boerestaat [Boer 
State] Party [BP] has called on the government to treat 
captured rightwing fugitive Piet “Skiet” [Trigger-Happy] 
Rudolph as a political prisoner and not as a criminal. 

Mr. Rudolph’s actions, which include an alleged airforce 
armoury heist, were not for self-enrichment, Boerestaat 
Party leader Robert van Tonder said in a statement on 
Monday [17 Sep]. 


Referring to the party’s allegations that Boer activists 
had been tortured in prison, the BP warned the govern- 
ment not to make a martyr out of Mr. Rudolph. The 
party would lend every support to him and the govern- 
ment would be faced with the vengeance and anger of the 
Boer people if Mr. Rudolph was made another Jopie 
Fourie (a Boer war hero). 


The Boers’ bitterness about the government's “handing- 
over steps” should not be underestimated and if Mr. 
Rudolph was mishandled serious reactions would follow. 
“At the least, the same privileges should be given Piet as 
Mandela received, complete with private swimming 
bath,” said Mr. van Tonder. 


Whites Enter Township in ‘Makeshift Ambulance’ 


MB1409122490 Johannesburg NEW NATION 
in English 14-20 Sep 90 p 1 


{Unattributed report: “Trojan Attack Averted”] 


[Text] A Trojan horse-style attack on Soweto residents 
may have been narrowly averted this week when three 
white men armed with AK-47’s were discovered driving 
around the township in a makeshift ambulance. 


According to NEW NATION’s source, the men identi- 
fied a senior white police officer as their superior. 


Their presence in the township comes amid repeated 
sightings of bands of armed white men in minibuses 
during attacks on Reef residents. At least 11 sightings 
have been reported this month alone. 


The Trojan horse three in the white minibus, which had 
a red beacon light attached to its roof, were escorted by 
an ambulance to the Johannesburg fire station. 


The ambulance had decided to turn back after township 
residents had searched it for arms. 


NEW NATION’s sources believe that the authentic 
ambulance men advised those in the makeshift ambu- 
lance not to proceed too far into the township because of 
roadblocks set up by residents. 


They instead advised the Trojan horse three to return to 
the fire station believing that they were colleagues. 
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But when the men arrived at the Johannesburg Fire and 
Emergency station, it emerged that they were not part of 
an ambulance team attached to the fire department. 
Upon being questioned, they explained that they were 
under the command of a senior police officer and were 
allowed to leave. 


NEW NATION was also told that the men in the Trojan 
horse were escorted by a police vehicle before they 
encountered the fire department ambulance. 


Assistant deputy director of the Johannesburg Fire and 
Emergency Department, Lawrence Katz, confirmed the 
incident, but police denied any knowledge of the case. 


Deputy director of the Johannesburg Fire Department, 
G. Joubert, was said to be at a meeting at the Soweto 
police headquarters in Protea in connection with the 
Trojan horse incident. 


In the meantime, the state’s informal security apparatus is 
fast being stripped of its vigilante camouflage as it is forced 
to assume a more direct role in sustaining its Reef war. 


Armed whites, and possibly akaris [turned former 
African National Congress members], belonging to the 
state’s informal repressive machinery, have now been 
deployed to ensure that the level of the violence does not 
subside. In another incident this week, two injured white 
men with their faces painted black were reportedly 
admitted to a Johannesburg hospital. Staff were told 
that, if they spoke to anyone about the incident, they 
would be fired. 


And hostel residents in Katlehong have alleged that 
warlords were demanding a protection fee of R[rand]70 
if they refused to join the war. 


The Reef death toll since Monday had risen to 99, 
According to police, 731 people have been killed since 
the war broke out on the Reef last month. 


Newspaper Notes Mandela Criticism of Police 


MB1709083890 Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans 
13 Sep 90 p 12 


[Editorial] 


[Text] Nelson Mandela, African National Congress 
[ANC] deputy president, is busy with a dangerous game: 
he blows hot and cold about the violence in black 
townships, and about the role the police and the security 
forces should play to end it. 


After 12 people died on 4 September in Sebokeng, Mr. 
Mandela accused the army of unprofessional behavior, 
placed the standard of training in the army in doubt, and 
claimed Inkatha is fighting on behalf of the government. 
“If the government wants war it will get it,’ he warned. 


Even the police don’t escape his criticism with state- 
ments that they view all blacks as targets. 
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Following uis meeting on 11 September with F.W. de 
Klerk at the Union Mr. Mandela declared 


himself in favor of applying the “full force of the army 
and the police.” As a matter of fact, he accused the 
government of not wanting to use its “strong, effective, 
and well equipped security forces” to end the violence. It 
is this same Mr. Mandela who recently said in Kampala 
the government is waging war against the ANC and he 
shall find it difficult to refuse if his supporters demand 
they be armed. 


That begs the question of whether the ANC leader is 
indeed in favor of peaceful negotiations for a new South 
Africa. 


Mr. Mandela meets frequenily with President De kierk. 
The conclusion is that he does want to talk peacefully 
about the future. His remarks about violence, which are 
not consistent with what is said in private, are exacer- 
bating tension. 


Meanwhile he is still refusing to take Dr. Mangosuthu’s 
hand in public in order to try to stop the war. Dozens of 
black brothers are dying daily—many of them innocent, 
such as the people who were waiting for a train recently 
at Jeppe station in Johannesburg. 


Mr. Mandela should be thoroughly aware that while he 
criticizes left and right about government assistance to 
Inkatha, the ANC and the Pan-Africanist Congress 
[PAC] also have each other by the throat (like last week 
at Uitenhage and in Kagiso on the West Rand). But the 
Azanian People’s Organization (AZAPO) and PAC are 
also fighting. As a matter of fact, a large portion of the 
black community appears to be involved in violent 
quarrels to seize power instead of trying to do so in a 
democratic manner. The responsibility to end this 
ghastly and senseless bloodletting has for a long time not 
only rested with the government. The sooner black 
leaders like Mr. Mandela visibly start to strive for peace, 
the sooner the new South Africa will become attainable. 


Editorial Comments on Township ‘Ungovernability’ 
MB1709131390 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English 17 Sep 90 p 1 


[Text] The townships of the Reef are not simply ungov- 
ernable, but ungoverned. That is why President de Klerk 
has taken the appalling risk of putting into the hands of 
his undisciplined police instruments of mass slaughter 
like machine guns. 


Ungovernability has been long in the making. The sys- 
tematic assassination of black police and councillors, the 
wasteland strategy of boycotts and stayaways, the delib- 
erate unleashing of children as the footsoldiers of a war 
fought with “our little boxes of matches and our neck- 
laces,” has destroyed the very fabric of social life. 
Anarchy reigns. 
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Liberal opponents of apartheid argued all along (with 
only a few exceptions) that the destructive ai.d barba- 
rising methods of the revolutionary Left were not only 
unnecessary, but that they threatened the very survival 
chances of post-apartheid society. They were brushed 
aside by the men with guns in their hands and bloodlust 
in their hearts. 


The results are now before us. No writ runs in the 
townships. Rents go uncollected: court orders are not 
enforced. Crimes go unprosecuted, and criminal gangs 
roam as they please. Rents and utility bills go unpaid, 
garbage piles up, electricity and water supplies falter 
under the weight of unredeemable debt. 


With social collapse has come depravity. Theft and 
robbery, often accompanied with ferocious assault, are a 
way of life: cars and buses are hijacked simply to go to 
meetings, or set on fire to make roadblocks. Funerals are 
desecrated for political ends, schools are the field head- 
quarters of killing squads. 


Those who demur are slaughtered. Contempt for indi- 
vidual property has led, as it always does to contempt for 
individual life, for life itself. Pre-teen children, made 
into little monsters, lust for blood and fire. 


The police, understandably afraid to venture under the 
AK-47s in “soft” vehicles, have been riding around in 
Casspirs trying to break up the warring formations with 
teargas or, more usually, by indiscriminate firing of 
birdshot. This futility is now to be magnified by the use 
of machine guns. 


Township dwellers, terrorised by mindnumbing bru- 
tality, throw up barricades to fend off mysterious 
attackers, and form street committees and block 
watches, equipped with whistles, in a desperate attempt 
to defend home and family. Violence comes capri- 
ciously; insecurity is permanent. 


This newspaper's reporters, venturing out at risk of their 
lives, come across such eerie sights as a thousand armed 
men squatting silently in the dark veld. Killer squads 
emerge from nowhere to shoot randomly at taxi ranks, or 
slaughter passengers on the trains, and they vanish. The 
police, impotently wringing their hands, now think they 
will do better with machine guns. 


The more contemptible leaders and social commentators 
respond to all this by an obscene search for scapegoats. 
On the flimsiest evidence, or none at all, blame is 
assigned to the ANC [African National Congress] or 
Inkatha, to President de Klerk or to Nelson Mandela, to 
whites in blackface or to blacks manipulated by whites, 
to Zulus or to Xhosas. Ancient enmities are revived and 
released into the atmosphere, to poison our future. 


In truth, the original sins have been lost in the anarchic 
interplay of violence and counter-violence. Fear, hatred, 
vengeance, and depravity drive this bestial process, and 
the necessary social mechanisms—respect for the law, 
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the authority of a policeman, reserves of local finance, a 
pool of skilled administrators—have been destroyed. 


In this situation, to lose one’s nerve or to abandon faith 
in the future is plainly cowardice, but it is worse than 
cowardice: it is to submit South Africa to an anarchy that 
will spread from the townships to the trains and bus 
stops to the streets of the city, and eventually to the 
suburbs where white owners of two-million firearms 
silently polish their w.apons, and wait. 

President de Klerk, growing desperate, has decided to 
suppress disorder. Taunted by Nelson Mandela to use 
“the full might” of his security forces, he has resorted to 
“the iron fist.” 


But sooner or later, he will decide suppression is not 
enough. He must govern. He will not only enforce a 
curfew, and send police and troops to seal and search the 
townships for weapons, street by street and home by 
home; he will call an end to the pointless shooting at 
shadows in the night, and will order the police to arrest 
all armed men for rapid trial in special courts. 


He will detain those found guilty for the duration of the 
political negotiations, not in prisons but in detention centres 
open to the Red Cross and international inspection. 


He will send his ‘tst lieutenants to the townships to talk 
quietly, and at length, to the people there in order to 
identify local and natural leaders, and he will ask them 
what they want him to dc to help make their lives safe. 
He will ask churchmen and teachers to help him and he 
will cultivate, from the ranks of the decent, peace-loving, 
hard-working black people who are his fellow- 
countrymen, a new level of local and perhaps even 
national leadership. 


He will do these things, or some reasonable variant of 
these things, or he will be thrown out of office. He must 
govern or abdicate. 


But in the meantime, he runs an appalling risk that the 
police, behaving as they have done from Sharpeville to 
Sebokeng, will use their machine guns against the 
masses, casting his broken dreams among the broken 
bodies of another massacre. 


ARMSCOR Diversification, ‘Spin Offs’ Viewed 
MB1409101090 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English 14 Sep 90 p 10 


[Article by Charlene Smith, under the rubric: “BUSI- 
NESS DAY Survey: Research and Development: "Arm- 
scor’s G-5 Cannon Led to Better Quality Beer Cans] 


[Text] Arms production is not only about blowing holes 
in the defences of the enemy—the spin-offs from the 
billions of rand spent in R&D [research and develop- 
ment] can also enrich the lives of civilians. 
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A double-edged sword, the war in Namibia and the interna- 
tional arms embargo against SA announced by the United 
Nations in 1977, saw SA within a decade become the 
world’s 10th largest arms producer and a world leader in 
telecommunications and artillery equipment. 

This achievement is all the more remarkable when one 
considers that in 1977 SA was importing 70 percent of its 
military needs. 

Today, ARMSCOR [Armaments Corporation of South 
Africa] exports to more than 25 countries. 


The spin-off to the world of high-tech in SA has been 
profound. 


Take bver cans. 


ao eS Se Sue ae Be Oe See Se 
G-5, a pliable steel was needed to withstand the high 
pressures when the gun fires. The steel developed was 
subsequently used for beer cans. 


In the telecommunications field, SA developed fre- 


quency hopping radios in 1978—NATO only began 
using something similar in 1985. 


ARMSCOR’s activities have fanned out to benefit a wide 
spectrum of business and technological interests in SA. 


The G-5's successor, the G-6, saw 160 companies 
working on its research, development and production. 


The future, prompted in part by the end of the war in 
Namibian, but also a changing political and economic 
environment in SA looks set to see greater diversification 
of ARMSCOR. 


More details about the new face of ARMSCOR are 
expected to be released later this month. 


17 Sep Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
MB1709131190 


[Editorial report} 


SUNDAY TIMES 


Mandela Shows ‘Appalling’ Leadership—Johannesburg 
SUNDAY TIMES in English on 16 September in a page 
20 editorial says President de Klerk cannot “single- 
handedly” stamp out the violence in the townships, and 
notes the “appalling quality of leadership evinced in the 
Opposition groups in this crisis.” “No better example” is 
found in Mandela's “inexplicable rejection” of the gov- 
ernment’s proposed new measures to control the vio- 
lence in the townships. “What has he or his organisation 
done to help cool the inflamed passions of our country? 
The answer is: precious little. The ANC [African 
National Congress] and its allies have persisted with 
their campaign of civil disobedience, boycotts, stay- 
aways and strikes—thus creating precisely the climate 


to 
“Whose interests does Mr. Mandela think he is serving 
by these actions? His party ideologues? Or those decent 
and suffering people in the townships? He might think of 
asking them.” 


THE STAR 
Army Help To Combat Violence ‘Not Ideal’—A page 10 


lence, saying “army help i not ideal on various counts, 
including its reliance on martial law. The police have 
inadequate manpower and command insufficient trust 
to do the job on their own.” The answer may lie in 
creating a “special riot unit divorced from normal police 
command structures, led by a respected and neutral 
figure. There also needs to be a mechanism for moni- 
toring police action on a continuing basis.” 
Treurnicht ‘Blessing’ Public Meetings Violence— 
Whenever Conservative Party leader, Dr. Andries Treur- 
nicht, is asked to comment on his supporters’ behavior he 
“takes refuge in evasion.” “Not once has he condemned 
outright those who make it their business to break up NP 
[National Party] meetings. By omission or implication he 
lends his blessing to their efforts. Violence at public 
meetings is but one manifestation of an ugly, anti- 
democratic trend developing across our society.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Provisional Labor Agreement—It is ironic that a major 
cause of shopfloor conflict—the Labour Relations Act 
dispute—should be so close to resolution just as the 
vicious civil conflict on the streets of the Witwatersrand 
reaches new heights,” notes a page 8 editorial in Johan- 
nesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 17 September. 
The provisional agreement struck between Manpower 
Minister Eli Lou, the Congress of South African Trade 
Unions, National Council of Trade Unions, and 
employer federation the South African Consultative 
Committee on Labor Affairs on 14 September “should 
be cause for celebration, but no-one is in the mood.“ 
However, the agreement "is a notable achievement, and 
if there is to be a solution to South Africa's broader 
political crisis, Friday's agreement will have played a 
part in showing the way.“ 


SOWETAN 


Blacks Partially To Blame for Right-Wing Activity— 
Johnnesburg SOWETAN in English on 17 September in 
its page 6 editorial refers to the “indiscriminate slaughter 
of people,” saying there is “growing suspicion that these 
gangs are instigated and armed by right wing elements 
and renegades in the security apparatus. Black organisa- 
tions have to take part of the blame for the violence for 
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they open their flanks wide for this type of activity when 
they deny opposing organisations the freedom of expres- 
sion, association and assembly.” 


* Suggestions for ANC Nuclear Polic,; Discussion 


90AFO656B Lusaka SECHAPA in English 
Aug 90 po 12-13 


[Suggestions for a discussion by Denis Goldberg] 


[Text] South Africa is a nuclear power. It is necessary for 
us in the ANC [African National Congress] to consider 
very seriously the policies we should be putting to the 
people of our country. This article is an attempt to get a 
discussion going so that we can clarify our own position. 
There are a number of elements of South Africa's nuclear 
capability that are publicly known, and others for which 
there is sufficient evidence to assert their existence. 
There are at least two research reactors, one at Pelindaba 
and the other at Faure. There is the gas centrifuge 
concentration plant capable of producing weapons grade 
fissile material at Velindaba. There is the nuclear elec- 
tricity power station at Blaauwbergstrand on Table Bay 
supplied by the French group Framatome. This reactor is 
designed to produce plutonium. 


With its vast reserves of coal and the existing technology, 
the production of electricity from coal-fired thermal 
plants is cheaper in capital costs than nuclear power 
generated electricity. The facts, that the nuclear power 
Station is built on a geological fault, and the wind 
patterns over Table Bay, create a truly hazardous situa- 
tion, have been well established. Why then does South 
Africa have a nuclear power station? The Chairman of 
Escom [Electricity Supply Commission], some years ago, 
said that the question of unit costs of production had not 
been the decisive factor. The station had been built for 
strategic reasons, he was reported to have said. Did he 
mean that a power station capable of handling a large 
base load was necessary? We may doubt that, for that is 
what large coal-fired stations are best at achieving at low 
unit cost. The strategic reason may have been to have a 
power station not dependent upon coal mined by black 
mineworkers who might strike for long enough to stop 
the working of thermal stations. South Africa is known to 
be eminently capable of building up strategic, dispersed 
stockpiles of many minerals and raw materials. This 
reason is therefore an unlikely one. The strategic reason 
was clearly to produce the plutonium necessary for 
nuclear weapons. 


When we couple this with the boasts about their capacity 
to produce weapons grade material and the known links 
between South African and Israeli military and nuclear 
research both in South Africa and in Israel at Dimona, the 
strategic reasons become even clearer. We must add Oper- 
ation Phoenix, the joint South African-Israeli project 
which led to the nuclear explosion over the Southern 
Ocean picked up by the US's Vela satellite in 1979. 
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For these reasons, as we move ever closer to meaningful 
negotiations, we have to be clear about so-called peaceful 
nuclear capacity and military nuclear capability, and 
how to take positions on both issues. 


To start with military capability, we cap say quite 
categorically that we cannot envisage any situation in 
which we would consider the use of nuclear weapons. All 
that we and our neighbors in Southern Africa have lived 
and died for would be turned to ashes in a nuclear 
wasteland. We would not want that. It would destroy our 
dreams of a future in which, as we say in our Freedom 
Charter, “there shall be peace and friendship.” That 
clause of the Charter goes on to say that relations 
between states shall be based upon mutual respect for the 
boundaries and sovereignty of all countries, and that 
disputes shall be settled peacefully. Therefore we have 
committed ourselves not only not to attack any neighbor 
but not to initiate any warlike activity. It follows that we 
could not possibly envisage using nuclear weapons, 
which are the ultimate in destructive capacity, and not 
only destructive of national sovereignty but of the pos- 
sibility of life itself. 


What is more, we have argued with absolute correctness that 
the violence of South Africa against its neighbors is inherent 
in the apartheid system of domination internationally as 
much as internally. Apartheid South Africa, while never 
admitting to possessing its nuclear weapons, has threatened 
to use nuclear weapons against its neighbors, thereby 
leaving the inference of that possession to stand. 


Since we are committed to the ending of racist exploitation 
of our own people, we must extend that to the people of 
our neighbor countries. In numerous statements we have 
committed ourselves to the peaceful development of the 
whole of Southern Africa through economic relations 
based on equality and regional cooperation. What we have 
to avoid is allowing ourselves to be inadvertently co-opted 
to the continuance of the present policies of the apartheid 
regime in backing the multinational corporations in their 
exploitation of Africa. We have to break out of that aspect 
of colonial development so that we can indeed live in 
peace with our neighbors. 
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What is required of us is that we declare now that we 
would sign the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty (NPT) 
at the very first opportunity. We must not allow the 
apartheid regime to get away with subterfuges such as 
declaring that nuclear facilities have been shut down and 

therefore not subject to inspection in terms 
of the NPT. 


We need to state now thai “* would invite international 
supervision of the destruction of all nuclear weapons. Our 
neighbors would breathe more easily in the knowledge that 
we have shown that we will resist to the utmost South 
Africa’s domination and exploitation of the region. 


By signing the NPT we would declare that we would not 
call upon our neighbors to commit themselves to never 

ining nuciear weapons while holding that threat over 
their heads. We would give proof in advance that we are 
committed to peaceful international relations based 
upon the equality of sovereign states. 


By declaring that we would shut down South Africa's 
only nuclear power station we would be saying that 
weapons grade fissile material is not one of our concepts 
of strategic necessity, and we would say to the people of 
the Western Cape Province that we are aware of the 
environmental dangers of nuclear power production. We 
would reduce to the minimum the need to find safe 
storage of dangerously radioactive wastes. We would 
have to deal with those left to us as a terrible legacy by 
the apartheid state. We would, at a stroke, say to the 
world that the ANC and the people of South Africa, 
while desperately wanting to develop our resources for 
the benefit of our people, will not do stupidly dangerous 
things to try to speed up that process. 


We would also win massive international support from 
millions of people all over the world who are committed 
as we are to ensuring that the risks of nuclear war are 
reduced to vanishing point. 


All of these goals are important. We in the ANC should 
take the lead now by declaring where we stand and 
putting our policies on nuclear power and energy before 
the people of our country. 
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Soviet Diplomat on USSR Contribution to Peace 


MB1709201090 Luanda ANGOP in Portuguese 
1936 GMT 17 Sep 90 


[Text] Luanda, 17/9 (ANGOP)—The Soviet Union is 
willing to contribute to the peaceful settlement of 
Angola’s internal conflict. This was stated in Luanda on 
15 September by Vladimir Zemskiy, minister counselor 
at the USSR Embassy in Angola. 


Speaking to ANGOP, the Soviet diplomat underlined 
that the so-called “Triple Zero”’ proposal was a reason- 
able and rational idea which is mainly designed to attain 
peace in Angola. In order to achieve that, he said, any 
positive idea requires mechanisms and the participation 
of all interested sides so that it can be successfully 
implemented. 


The “Triple Zero” proposal, advanced by the USSR and 
accepted by the Angolan Government, was disclosed on 
Thursday [13 Sep] during a televised debate President 
Jose Eduardo dos Santos held with U.S. Congressmen to 
clarify certain issues relating to the internal conflict. 


Commenting on UNITA’s [National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola] allegations that the USSR has 
increased the number of military advisers in the combat 
zone, Zemskiy said that they are nothing but “propa- 
ganda statements” and an “mathematical game” 
designed to complicate and distort the real situation. 


Referring to the normalization of diplomatic relations 
with South Africa, the minister counselor said there were 
prospects, but “they will only be possible” provided that 
apartheid is dismantled and a multiracial and demo- 
cratic system is installed in the country, guaranteeing 
stability and peace in southern Africa. 


* Foreign Minister Discusses Peace Process 


90AF0640A Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 5 Aug 90 pp 4-5 


{Interview with Foreign Relations Minister Pedro de 
Castro Van Dunem “Loy” on the urgency of peace by 
Adelino de Almeida, Victor Silva, and Manuel Dionisio; 
3 August 1990 in Luanda] 


[Text] With the serious air by which we have come to 
know him, Foreign Relations Minister Pedro de Castro 
Van Dunem “Loy” arrived shortly after 1500 hours last 
Friday at Panorama Hotel in Luanda. The journalists 
who were expecting him were visibly nervous: this was 
the first time a government official had accepted an 
invitation to lunch with the press and sit down to discuss 
questions of national and, in this case, international 
importance. 


After an aperitif at the Modelo bar-restaurant, the atmo- 
sphere became more relaxed. After all, Minister ““Loy”’ is 
capable of a good-humored remark or two and is a man 


who smiles without difficulty. Between the seafood cock- 
tail and the grilled steak and egg course, the interview 
went by without a hitch. Peace was the term most heard. 
With regard to the process of national reconciliation 
under way, the minister of foreign relations expressed a 
keen desire to become involved. But other subjects were 
also broached: the foreign policy of the RPA [People’s 
Republic of Angola], the operation of the MRE [Ministry 
of Foreign Relations], and the personality of the citizen, 
Pedro de Castro Van Dunem. The reader can draw his 
own conclusions from this important interview, the first 
in a series of such interviews to be scheduled every two 
weeks by JORNAL DE ANGOLA, featuring national 
and foreign figures of note. 


[JORNAL] Comrade Minister, peace is the objective of 
the entire Angolan population. What is the current status 
of the process involved in reaching that goal? 


[Van Dunem] I am often accused of manifesting too 
much optimism regarding this problem. But I believe 
that it would be worse to display pessimism. | shall tell 
you where we stand and what I think. In fact, we are now 
preparing the third round of talks with UNITA [National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola], a round 
which we consider extremely important or, let us say, 
even basic. There are still a few obstacles to be overcome 
in achieving the objective, but great efforts are being 
made to obviate those objectives. As will be recalled, one 
of the major obstacles still standing in the way is the 
actual recognition of UNITA. We perceived that this 
question was considered very important for UNITA 
when we received the visit of Ambassador Davidow, 
assistant undersecretary of state for African affairs, a few 
days ago. He stated very clearly and unequivocally that 
the question of UNITA’s recognition appeared to be 
truly worthy of consideration. 


There is no doubt that UNITA and Mr. Davidow, 
therefore the Americans, are convinced that the Angolan 
Government is not sufficiently serious in recognizing 
this organization and that, until that is accomplished, 
there can be no change. I would like to say above all that 
the Angolan Government is totally interested in 
achieving peace and, thereby, honor all the commit- 
ments it will assume in the negotiation process as, 
moreover, it did during the first phase of this process 
which led to the independence of Namibia, even with all 
the sacrifices this will involve. 


Therefore, it is necessary for UNITA to be recognized at 
once. What are the obstacles preventing UNITA from 
being recognized at this time, in this phase? Can the 
comrades understand that there are problems of a legal 
nature, problems of a constitutional nature, and even 
problems of a political nature? In view of these prob- 
lems, it is obvious that we are not in position to recog- 
nize UNITA at this time. First of all, it is necessary for 
UNITA to renounce its armed branch, for it is not 
practical or normal (and this holds true throughout the 
history of humanity) for a country which hopes to 
achieve democracy to have armed parties. 
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Why have an armed party? Why have an armed branch 
of the party when its status is to be that of a political 
party as such? Why an armed branch? I believe the party 
must struggle to impose its ideas, its political thinking, 
its conquest of followers within the framework of the 
country’s democracy. But it cannot do this through the 
force of arms, as it has been doing. There is no country in 
the world which has armed parties. 


Accepting this precept would signify that we are ready 
and willing to institutionalize war in our country, that we 
would adopt war as an institution and that war and its 
characteristics would, therefore, become a part of our 
nature, devoted to unlimited civil war. From that point 
of view, UNITA would not be eligible for recognition as 
a political party. 


Moreover, our Constitution stipulates that our society is 
governed by a single-party system. Thus, we must first 
change this situation, alter the Constitution. There are 
certain aspects which must be safeguarded. 


UNITA must surely presume that, having rid itself of its 
armed branch, it is no longer subject to pressure and 
cannot help but be recognized. Naturally, this is an error in 
judgment. We are now taking a number of measures aimed 
at eliminating the aforementioned obstacles before pro- 
ceeding to the third round of talks so that we may arrive at 
the phase which we have all been awaiting—namely, an 
understanding with regard to the cease-fire. 


Everything leads us to believe that things are going to 
quiet down and that a favorable solution may be reached 
during the next round of talks, to be held within a few 


days, perhaps. 


[JORNAL] Is it true that those talks may occur by the 
8th of this month? 


[Van Dunem] You say that it is in the first half of this 
month, but the truth is that the meeting is to be held 
within the first few days, that is, as soon as the obstacles 
are overcome. 


[JORNAL] Comrade Minister, what is the position of 
the United States? 


[Van Dunem] The United States has always taken 2 
definite stand. It thinks that everybody pursues the same 
operational methods—namely, to refrain from honoring 
its commitments. It is my opinion that the United States 
has a clear-cut objective regarding Angola. The United 
States wants, either at one time or in phases, to drive the 
MPLA [Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola] away from the government system in Angola 
and is taking a number of measures designed to assure 
that objective. We believe that we shall already have 
given the United States and the whole world more than 
sufficient proof of our seriousness, of our objectivity, 
and we hope that there is reciprocity in this regard. 


[JORNAL] Why does the government not speed up the 
revision of the Constitution and thereby permit recogni- 
tion of UNITA? 
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{Van Dunem] We are speeding up the process, but we 
cannot speed it up too much. I repeat, we are speeding up 
the process. There is an old saying which reads: “Go 
slowly as I am in a hurry,” an observation made by 
Napoleon. I believe that we must always go with the feet 
planted firmly on the ground. The revision of the Con- 
stitution must of necessity count on the participation of 
representatives of the broadest popular groups. In order 
to spread the institution of democracy, we must assure 
that other facets of our society also participate in repre- 
sentation by our highest government organization so that 
their opinions might also be considered, thus helping to 
achieve a Constitution which effectively resolves the 
UNITA problem. 


[JORNAL] What do you expect to gain with the next 
round of talks? The cease-fire or an understanding 
regarding the cease-fire? 


{Van Dunem] We would like to arrive at an under- 
standing regarding the cease-fire and have only to con- 
template the signing of an accord. The cease-fire per se 
will already evoke an abundance of conversation 
regarding the implementation of the aforementioned 
questions, and in accordance with the tenor of those 
conversations, we shall sooner or later arrive at complete 
national reconciliation and implementation of the mul- 
tiparty system. The path is not as short as it sometimes 
seems to be. 


There are a few critical points, one of which is the 
establishment of stability in the country. We must have 
stability. What does that mean, stability? First, that the 
war ends, the war which is devastating the country; then, 
that there be free movement among the citizenry, from 
one place to another; we must know who we are, and how 
many inhabitants we have. There are many people in 
Angola who are not Angolan; there are tens of thousands 
of Zairians, more than tens of thousands, who are here. 
The people must know who we are, how many of us there 
are. We must have a record of the population, a census. 


Obviously, this takes time. In countries not victimized 
by war, the process requires several years. For example, 
Portugal says it takes at least two years to take a census 
of the population, with the benefit of the entire commu- 
nications system and without war. Two years for a tiny 
country such as Portugal. How much time will Angola 
require to take a census with all its problems and 
considering that it is 15 times bigger than Portugal, even 
though its population is more or less the same? 


We have those critical aspects and would still like, by the 
end of the year, to implement the multiparty system and 
hold elections; this will not be physically possible. 


[JORNAL] Do you have any notion of a possible 
schedule for carrying out this process? 


[Van Dunem] | believe that there is much ground to be 
covered and, as I said a short time ago, everything 
depends on the development of the negotiating process. 
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If the negotiating process develops normally, a schedule 
can be attempted. I believe that the delegations can 
discuss this aspect. 


{[JORNAL] In your contact with the Americans, did you 
explore the possibility of establishing diplomatic relations? 


{Van Dunem] For a long time we have been ready to 
establish diplomatic relations with the United States. 
The United States is not prepared to do so for reasons of 
domestic policy. Every time we meet with the Ameri- 
cans, we broach the subject of mutual recognition. Their 
answer is already computerized: ‘‘So long as there is not 
complete reconciliation in Angola, Angola cannot be 
recognized by the United States.” 


But recently there have been more positive signs. For 
example, the United States, attempting to assist Angola 
in its peace efforts, plans to send a corps of American 
diplomats to that country to follow that process and thus 
facilitate relations. I believe that this is a positive indi- 
cation, for, if the diplomats who are based here display a 
spirit of cooperation, it will permit the United States of 
America to obtain a realistic picture of the situation in 
Angola. We have seen marked changes in the attitude of 
certain individuals who have been visiting Angola. In 
fact, after visiting Angola, they return and assume dif- 
ferent but realistic positions. 


This means that an official American delegation tempo- 
rarily stationed in Angola can, through information 
obtained by competent organizations and institutions in 
the United States, radically change its position. 


{[JORNAL] Do you have any idea regarding a definite 
date? 


(Van Dunem] We are discussing this matter. They pre- 
sented this as an opinion. As you know, in the field of 
diplomacy there is always the aspect of reciprocity. We 
are going to study this American proposal and in the near 
future give our reply. 


[JORNAL] Has Zairian President Mobutu’s efforts at 
mediation been definitely set aside? 


(Van Dunem] There is no longer any Mobutu mediation. 
Unfortunately, the Zairians entered into the conflict upon 
adopting their latest position. We understand that this is not 
of their own free will. They are forced to do this. 


We reflected very deeply before reaching a decision to 
choose other alternatives and believe that President 
Mobutu’s mediation has no more hypotheses to pursue. 
How could he mediate the situation here when the most 
sophisticated equipment being used to destroy the elec- 
tric power supply towers in the Luanda area pass right 
through his country. 


[JORNAL] Comrade Minister, there is soon to be a new 
round of talks. But in the meantime, we are observing an 
increase in UNITA’s military activity. Would you like to 
comment on this development, particularly when the 
government is relaxing its positions? 
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{Van Dunem] I already answered this question several 
times. My opinion is that, before reaching its objective, 
any armed conflict experiences a certain recrudescence 
inasmuch as each party hopes to achieve a more favor- 
able position during the round of talks. I believe that this 
will be the opinion of UNITA, an opinion which natu- 
rally puts that party in an unfavorable light, which goes 
against UNITA itself; an organization which considers 
itself a bona fide political party and which is bent on 
keeping pace with the democratic process in Angola. In 
reality, UNITA cannot expect to liberate a people, as 
they say, from the yoke of I do not know whom (it was 
not capable of doing so when the people were in fact 
under the colonial yoke, allied at the time with those who 
were subjugating those same people), destroying what 
they possess, their properties, their economies, their 
houses, that is to say...anything of a prejudicial nature. 


UNITA thinks that acting in this manner will pressure 
the RPA not only to speed up the process but also to 
satisfy its complaints. We are aware of this and shall 
know what answers to give in accordance with the 
situation at hand, but our real objective is to pursue our 
talks to achieve peace. And we believe that the sooner we 
arrive at that point, the better it will be; and the less 
expenditures and damage we incur, again the better it 
will be. 


And UNITA must be aware of this. I believe that their 
own friends, the Americans, have already reached the 
conclusion that UNITA’s behavior is abnormal. Another 
time when 44 UNITA members were summarily dis- 
missed, the Americans made UNITA aware of their 
dissatisfaction with that type of behavior. But it appears 
that the Americans have created a lackey who does not 
even obey them! 


[JORNAL] With the changes in the Soviet foreign policy, 
does the Comrade Minister detect any difference in this 


regard? 


[Van Dunem] It must be said that the Soviet Union is 
experiencing extremely serious difficulties, and the last 
extraordinary congress was a test congress in which 
everyone was in suspense, not anticipating how it would 
turn out. Formerly it was not like that. 


However, the situation underwent a radical change in 
that the USSR was now forced to deal in a large measure 
with its own problems, its own internal problems. 


Therefore, they will not be able to adopt the same 
positions which they previously had regarding their 
allies, their friends. Although we find ourselves on the 
periphery of the socialist system, we were, in fact, closely 
tied in with that system and were working very seriously 
to go along with the principles laid down by the Soviet 
Union. Now things have changed. 


For example, we see a drastic change in the Soviet 
republics with regard to their emancipation, their inde- 
pendence. We do not know what organizational model 
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will be adopted by the Union of Soviet Socialist Repub- 
lics. The Soviet economy is in an extremely serious 
situation, extremely serious. The standard of living, the 
Soviet living conditions themselves, have greatly deteri- 
orated, according to the information I have 
received...the rate of inflation is very high, and there are 
shortages of basic products. Naturally, in those circum- 
stances the Soviet Union has great difficulty in sup- 
porting its allies as was previously done. 


On the other hand, the United States has fared very well. 
The hypothetical collapse of the socialist camp and the 
appearance of noncommunist regimes in the Eastern 
countries have naturally weakened the Soviet Union, 
and it is no longer able to maintain the positions it 
formerly held. Therefore, we must be aware of the 
changes which will eventually occur in Soviet foreign 


policy. 


[JORNAL] Comrade Minister, when will diplomatic 
relations with South Africa be established? 


[Van Dunem] As you know, one of the conditions 
imposed by us for the establishment of diplomatic rela- 
tions with South Africa is the abolition of the apartheid 
regime. De Klerk says in a grandiloquent manner that by 
the end of this year apartheid will be eliminated. I, who 
am used to being very optimistic, do not believe this will 
happen; but I do believe that within the next year we 
could have a South Africa divested of apartheid. That is 
when conditions will be favorable for the establishment 
of diplomatic relations. 


[JORNAL] There must be ties of an economic nature. It 
was reported that the administration requested South 
Africa’s assistance in restoring the Gove dam. What can 
you tell us about this? 


[Van Dunem] We have been maintaining permament 
contact with South Africa within the framework of a 
negotiating process aimed at normalizing our mutual 
relations on the one hand and, on the other, preparing a 
future relationship. With regard to our relations properly 
speaking, the question of the Gove dam far exceeds the 
desire of both parties. The Gove dam was carried out 
with South African financing and under its supervision. 
It is located on an international river and would basically 
provide for the operation of the Ruacana dam, the first 
unit made in a system of hydroelectric facilities aimed at 
supplying electric power to Namibia and Calueque, 
supplying water to Namibia, and normalizing and 
forming the saltwater lagoon for the production of power 
in Ruacana. It will be remembered that Namibia was a 
South African colony and, although Namibia is indepen- 
dent, South Africa still has major interests in that 
country. For that reason, because of the humanitarian 
aspect—consideration for the people living along the 
Cunene River—and because the South Africans were the 
first to finance and supervise this undertaking, the RPA 
government thought it advantageous to reestablish this 
contact to work jointly in this program. However, the 
dam was about to collapse as the result of a barbarous 
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attack by UNITA, which placed the lives of the people 
downstream in jeopardy and created incalculable 
damage to the national economy. 


[JORNAL] A few days ago, it was announced that a 
consulting organization would be created during the 
transition period. Could you enlighten us regarding its 
duties? 


[Van Dunem] I already mentioned this. Assurance must 
be given that, within the framework of constitutional 
reform, some of the country’s policies which are cur- 
rently being neglected by the administration’s top entity, 
the People’s Assembly [AP], be given due consideration. 
It is even contemplated that a consulting organization 
would be created and put into operation (these are only 
ideas; we do not know how it would function—perhaps 
as a separate branch of the AP) which would be made up 
of national groups of various persuasions, including 
UNITA, and which would provide the Asembly with 
opinions relating to constitutional reform and other 
major administrative topics during the transitional 


phase. 


I repeat, it is only an idea as to how that organization 
might function, of what it would be composed. It would 
be necessary to review the Constitution itself by the AP, 
etc. For the moment I do not know; we shall deal with 
that question in due time. The vital question at this time 
is the cease-fire. Everything is concentrated on the cease- 
fire, although there is a commission concerned with the 
revision of the constitutional law. But it is already within 
our plans, shortly after the cease-fire and within the 
framewwork of true democracy, to have civilian society 
participate in the decisionmaking process and take what- 
ever steps are necessary to assure that participation. 


For example, I am thinking of the conventional organi- 
zations; they are entitled to speak; they have a modus 
vivendi, a power structure in their areas of legislation 
which we are sometimes inclined to overlook. They are 
administrative organizations. We must reflect. Is it pos- 
sible that the future parliament will be like that in the 
United States of America? Why? We have our own 
realities. In this Constitution we must reflect our coun- 
try’s genuine realities. That is why we have reason to 
believe that this organization can exist and function. 


[JORNAL] Do not Angolan diplomatic cadres lack 
proper classification? 


[Van Dunem] This is a conjunctural question. It is a 
question which currently crops up everywhere. We know 
that to obtain a document in almost any public office it 
is necessary to bribe the employee who is there, the 
official who is there, for otherwise an existing problem 
cannot be resolved. Hence, the need to subject our 
administration to the discussion of moral or ethical 
issues. Unfortunately, we perceive that in our diplomatic 
missions some of the employees do not abide by that 
rule. We are trying to resolve that problem. 
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One of the difficulties is that a large number of cadres 
taking part in the diplomatic missions do not have the 
capability and necessary qualifications for the job at 
hand. The duties assigned to new workers in the Ministry 
of Foreign Relations and their training do not always 
receive the best treatment by our government. We are 
now paying the price for this. In reality, our diplomats 
are weak. For example, we do not have a diplomatic 
career as such. Many of our diplomats are political 
diplomats, appointed in accordance with political cri- 
teria. We need to reassess this. We need to have a career 
which guarantees the normal operation of the structure. 
We are going to work on this. 


We are trying to set up a cadre training center; in fact, we 
are doing everything possible and as quickly as possible 
to see if that system of cadre training in the Ministry of 
Foreign Relations can succeed. We are contacting a 
number of countries which accept our scholarship recip- 
ients to see how we can improve the quality of our 
cadres, which, frankly, is not always the best. But this 
takes time. We are also introducing some administrative 
and organizational measures to improve the situation. 


For example, in the handling of our communities 
abroad, we have created a managerial organization in the 
ministry. This is a major problem. Our communities 
abroad are enormous. There are millions of people in 
Zaire, Congo, Portugal, and other countries. This is a big 
part of the Angolan population. At least 25 percent of the 
population is scattered abroad. It is necessary to give 
them particular attention, and it was really essential to 
establish a directorate in the MRE for the systematic 
treatment of the problems of these communities. We 
believe that in the near future with the implementation 
of the measures which I have just mentioned, we shall be 
able to significantly improve the operation of our diplo- 
matic missions. 


{[JORNAL] What about the ministry's new building? 


{Van Dunem] The most important item is to lay the 
groundwork, but the building is also important. For 
example, we do not have enough room to function 
properly. We have spent a year and a half operating in 
that ministry and we really cannot do our work effec- 
tively for lack of space. We took steps to restore the 
building in accordance with an established program. The 
restoration became a job for “Santa Engracia,” that is, 
one which never ends, nor will it ever end. Therefore, in 
terms of physical facilities, the organization is com- 
pletely destabilized. 


All of this creates great difficulty. We must rotate th» 
cadres from abroad to the interior and from the interior 
to abroad; but we are not able to do so. The cadres who 
arrive from abroad do not have a place to work; so there 
is general discontent and insecurity. Obviously, these 
responsibilities are attributed to the minister, who has 
no way of knowing how to resolve the problem. 


It must also be said that the MRE has not received the 
attention it deserved from other organizations. The 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 27 


MRE, considered an unproductive ministry—why, I do 
not know—is treated like a stepson. Our concerns have 
not always been taken into consideration and thus we do 
not manage to resolve the problems which deserve our 
attention. I do not believe that a Ministry of Foreign 
Relations, such as ours, subordinate to the People’s 
Republic of Angola, should have to subsist on the basis 
of a half-dozen individuals. It is not possible. 


Minister Also Has a Life To Live 
[JORNAL] Comrade Minister, are you happy? 


[Van Dunem] This is definitely a complex question. It 
depends on our viewpoint in envisioning that happiness. 
I believe that a person will be happy when he fully 
achieves the goals he has set for himself. Fully and in a 
satisfactory manner. It is certain that this is not yet the 
case, since, both at the level of the organization which I 
head up and that of the country’s highest level, we have 
not yet managed to achieve complete satisfaction with 
regard to the proposals we have presented. However, 
everything is relative; I am doing my best to achieve the 
tasks commitied to my attention and am making a great 
effort in this regard. 


[JORNAL] What is your biggest ambition? 


[Van Dunem] I believe that it coincides with that of 
almost all Angolans. My principal ambition—as soon as 
it can be realized—is to achieve peace, so earnestly 
desired, and soon after to concentrate our efforts on the 
tasks of economic and social development, transforming 
this country into a truly developed land and enabling it 
to take its rightful place in the concert of nations of our 
area and our continent, assuring the people a truly high 
standard of living. It is also my ambition for Angola, in 
taking its rightful place in the concert of nations of this 
area and this continent, to assume its role of leadership 
in both this area and on this continent through, natu- 
rally, the economic, social, and cultural development it 
will be achieving and through the political role it can 
play in our area. 


[JORNAL] How many hours of work do you regularly 
spend per day? 


[Van Dunem] It depends. I believe that there are not a 
few days when we work about 20 hours. Not too many. 
But on the average we work 14 hours. 


[JORNAL] And what does your family do during this 
time? 


[Van Dunem] If my wife were here, she would answer. 
To be sure, it is a problem. And we, I in particular, 
acknowledge that it has not been possible to devote a 
minimum of attention to the family, which certainly 
deserves that attention. In fact, the stability of the family 
adds much to the psychic and psychological stability of 
the individual, and there is no doubt that this has serious 
implications with regard to the effectiveness of one’s 
performance. 
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[JORNAL] What is the secret of citizen Pedro de Castro 
“Loys** always being in an administrative position, 
from independence until now? 


[Van Dunem] I do not know; I must have merited the 
confidence of successive directorates of the party, of 
regrettable President Neto, and of Comrade President 
Jose Eduardo dos Santos. I must say that it took great 
effort to justify the expressions of confidence which 
emanated from those individuals and which formed the 
basis of my own confidence. 


[JORNAL] You were always a part of the administra- 
tion, but to enter the hierarchy of the party was not an 
easy accomplishment. Would you care to comment? 


{Van Dunem] I believe that there were problems 
involving misunderstandings and even campaigns set in 
motion; these could have been avoided. 


[JORNAL] How do you use your free time? 


[Van Dunem] There is not very much free time. My time 
is taken up by many people: citizens at various levels, 
family members, etc. who occupy most of my time which 
would otherwise be free. Formerly I devoted much of my 
time to sports. Now I devote a reasonable part of my 
time to literature, to music. I like to spend part of my 
free time gardening, engaging in agricultural activity. I 
like very much what the English call “landscaping”; this 
gives me great pleasure. Generally speaking, I spend part 
of every day working with plants, flowers; and this gives 
me great pleasure inasmuch as I like to create. 


Recently, I have not had much time either to write or 
pursue my music; these are two additional hobbies which 
occupy my time. But I expect to resume those activities 
when I have a little more time available. One of the 
things I would like to do is make a collection of elements, 
aspects of our culture, and develop them principally in 
the musical sphere. Also in the areas of poetry and prose. 


[JORNAL] Which book are you reading? 


[Van Dunem] For the moment I am reading political 
books. However, a number of Angolan books have 
recentiy appeared on the market; I find “The Minister” 
by the writer, Mendes de Carvalho, of particular interest. 


[JORNAL] As minister you contacted many prominent 
figures. Which of them impressed you the most? 


[Van Dunem] It is true that I have had dealings with 
many people; some of these were at the level of heads of 
state, others were ministers, and still others were private 
individuals. There is no question that all of them, each 
one, has his own specialty. Perhaps it is a little difficult 
to characterize individuals on the basis of general cri- 
teria, but an example of one who impressed me ¢«ceed- 
ingly at the level of heads of state is Presi. 1 Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos. I do not know why; perhaps because 
I know his thinking, having been with him many times. 
But there is no doubt that he is a true statesman, a man 
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of profound humanism, of great knowledge of the sub- 
jects with which he is dealing. 


Another individual who impresses me is Nelson Man- 
dela who achieved so much in such a short time and who 
merited not only the affection but also the respect of 
such individuals as the President of the United States of 
America, the prime minister of Great Britain, and, 
generally speaking, of the whole world at all levels. 


Speaking of businessmen, and I had considerable contact 
with them, I was quite impressed with Dr. Norbert 
Odebrecht who is constructing Kapanda in the Province 
of Malanje, not only for his enlightened manner in 
interpreting the phenomena involved in the develop- 
ment process but also for his aggressiveness (in a good 
sense of the word). I believe that these are the individuals 
who impressed me the most. But many other individuals 
display exceptional qualities. 


[JORNAL] Where does the minister of foreign relations 
spend his vacation? 


[Van Dunem] It is better to ask if I spend a vacation 
anywhere. Normally I do not take time out for a vaca- 
tion. When I manage to take a few days off, I try to work 
the time in with the state of my health. Therefore, it 
depends mainly on where I can best profit from the 
health standpoint. 


[JORNAL] Comrade Minister, you studied in the Soviet 
Union. At that time you were a member of a group of 
young combatants. Could you give us an inkling, an idea, 
of what transpired during that youthful era? 


[Van Dunem] I believe that they were great moments, for 
the enlightenment of the youth appeared to be at a much 
higher level than now, naturally in other circumstances. 
We were singled out by the greatly missed Comrade 
President Agostinho Neto at a particularly difficult 
moment of our struggle. Viriato da Cruz had just created 
a schism within the movement on 7 July 1963 in 
Leopoldville, followed by similar measures by the gov- 
ernment of the then Congo Leopoldville which decided 
to expel the MPLA from its country, subjectimg it to a 
clandestine status. 


At that time, the sorely missed President Neto decided that 
a group of our youth should engage in studies relating to 
the military, politics, professional training, etc. Also at that 
time, we played a part in the directorate of the youth 
movement and I still recall the big squabbles we had with 
Comrade President Neto because we did not understand 
how, in a difficult moment such as this (of life or death), it 
was necessary to stabilize the movement with the most 
noteworthy cadres scheduled to study abroad. We were 
almost exhausted at the end of the day. After lengthy 
discussions which lasted for days, the comrade president 
said that he did not want to hear any more arguments; so 
we departed to various countries. This was truly one of the 
keenest visions of the sorely missed President Neto. He 
appeared to be a prophet. He stated at one point: “I shall 
need you much more five or six years from now, when you 
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have had adequate training, than when we are having our 
present difficulties. We must organize, restructure, stabi- 
lize. Meanwhile, you will be returning to continue the work 
which you will be initiating at this time.” That is what 
happened. 


It is true that the difficulties were very great, and we had 
to do our best to minimize the hardships of our com- 
rades fighting on the front lines. Now, on the other hand, 
our scholarship recipients receive supplementary funds 
and even complain if they do not receive such funds. At 
that time we had to pay extra to obtain certain items 
required on the combat fronts. 


We had a very good group in the Soviet Union which 
engaged in extensive political, cultural, and even diplo- 
matic activity, but always associated with the combat 
fronts. And I think that it is for this precise reason that 
we now see the cadres of the Soviet Union group taking 
part at various levels in the management of the state 
party, business organizations, etc. 


{JORNAL] How much do you earn? How much tax do 
you pay? 


[Van Dunem] There are many contradictions. Taxes are 
not paid; today no one pays taxes in this country, 
unfortunately. I have my salary. To be sure, it is mani- 
festly insufficient for my needs. We have to supplement 
this with the wages of people who do housework. Every- 
body has to work to obtain a minimum income, just 
enough to get by. My salary, with the various amounts 
withheld and with voluntary contributions, does not 
come to more than 23,000 kwanzas. 


[JORNAL] Do you have any property? 


[Van Dunem] Property, property; what do you mean by 
property? 


[JORNAL] A second residence, for example, a country 
home. 


[Van Dunem] I have a small farm where I spend Sundays 
puttering in the garden; but this property is more for rest 
and work. 


* Overseas Group Launches Anti-Famine Campaign 


90AF05553A Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 19 Jul 90 p 3 


[Text] The Angolan Institute for Cooperation and Devel- 
opment (INANGO) is planning to launch a campaign to 
assist victims of famine in Angola, and especially in the 
most drought-stricken provinces, a source from that 
organization told ANGOP in Lisbon. 


INANGO, which was recently established by the orga- 
nizing committee for the first Congress of Angolan 
Employees abroad and which will be introduced to the 
public in a ceremony to take place next week, is 
intending to use this campaign to collect food for the 
local people, and particularly children. 
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According to this source, the Institute hopes to receive 
aid from international organizations and Portuguese 
institutions and firms, and to win the solidarity of 
thousands of Angolans residing abroad. 


The main objectives of the institution are to promote 
and further cooperation among Angolan staff workers 
abroad and to mobilize them to contribute to the devel- 
opment of Angola. 


Regarded by its members as a social organization, 
INANGO will be involved in vocational training activi- 
ties in all different sectors. 


* Construction Firm Facing Labor Crisis 


90AF0638F Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 8 Aug 90 p 3 


[Text] The Angolan construction firm Constroi is cur- 
rently experiencing some internal tension as a result of a 
conflict between labor and management, which has 
already caused the dismissal of its head, Engineer 
Alfredo de Jesus Henriques, and the nomination in his 
place of jurist Mateus Morais de Brito Jr. 


According to a source close to the firm, the firm’s 
workers, feeling disadvantaged by various situations 
considered to be abnormal, have sent a letter to the 
president of the Republic requesting his intervention in 
the case. As a result, Construction Minister Joao Garcia 
“White Hair” met in a group with the workers last 31 
July. At that meeting, the almost | ,000 Constroi workers 
demanded the dismissal of their then director, Alfredo 
Henriques, within a period of eight days. 


The dismissal would have occurred the 2nd of this 
month, with the new director to be nominated at that 
time. Last Monday, the Minister of Construction 
returned to visit the company headquarters, a site in the 
Valentin de Carvalho building next to Mutamba lane, 
around |130 hours, having met again with management 
and some workers. 


The JORNAL DE ANGOLA, which was at the site, tried 
to obtain a statement from the Minister on the issue, but 
he politely refused comment. 


Constroi, the largest Angolan construction enterprise in 
terms of infrastructure, is currently in a fairly critical 
situation. Staffed to execute large projects, it is now 
living on small ‘“‘odd-jobs,” which allows it to maintain 
its workers’ paychecks current. 


According to the JORNAL DE ANGOLA’s source, the 
firm has quite a large deficit valued at some two million 
kwanzas. Created in 1978, Constroi experienced its best 
year in 1985, when it employed some 2,000 workers, of 
which 200 were from cooperatives. 


Among some of its most important works, stand out the 
Cidadela stadium improvements for the valization of the 
Central African Games, TEXTANG II, the Athletes’ House, 
the JMPLA [Youth of the Popular Movement for the 
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Liberation « 
Ministry of 


ngola]} Building, the Soviet Embassy, the new 
ate Security headquarters, and others. 


At this time the firm is on the verge of collapse, having 
experienced a sharp decline in its labor force because of 
the complete lack of incentives for its workers. The 
firm’s current director, Mateus Morais de Brito Jr, told 
JORNAL DE ANGOLA that Constroi needs a reorgani- 
zation, and confirmed the existence of serious financial 
problems, in particular debt and organization. ““Con- 
stroi,” he said, “‘needs new life.” 


JORNAL DE ANGOLA also discovered that the firm 
urgently needs an economic partner in order to escape the 
situation in which it currently finds itself. It was also known 
that in August 1989 a public competition was held to 
contract technical assistance to the enterprise, which was 
finally won by the Portuguese firm Soares da Costa; how- 
ever, nothing has been made official as of this time. 


* Sonangol’s Organic Law Approved 
90AF0637D Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 3 Aug 90 p ! 


[Text] The Defense and Security Committee met 
Tuesday in Luanda’s Futungo de Belas under the presi- 
dency of Chief of State and Head of Government Com- 
rade Jose Eduardo dos Santos. 


In the government body’s Sth ordinary session, which 
took place that day, the organic statutes of Sonangol 
{National Angolan Fuel Company], the Luanda Electric 
Power Company (EDEL), and the National Electricity 
Company (ENE) were approved. 


In accordance with the organization structure thus 
approved, Sonangol, as long as it is a state-owned enterprise, 
will be responsible for executing national petroleum policy, 
in accordance with the laws and government policies in 
effect, and specifically shall define the plans and programs 
for evaluating petroleum potential and exploring the coun- 
try’s liquid and gas hydrocarbon reserves; orient and audit 
the activities of the enterprises in which it has majority 
ownership or with which it is legally associated; and execute 
or have executed the policies, strategies and plans approved 
by the government for development of the national petro- 
leum industry. 


Also in accordance with the approved organization 
structure, Sonangol could also, in the course of its duties, 
create new enterprises and acquire total or partial own- 
ership of existing enterprises or enterprises to be created, 
and as long as it holds majority control of those enter- 
prises, it will establish economic and financial coordina- 
tion, management and business development, and also 
in accordance with the applicable legislation, be able to 
establish with domestic and foreign entities the forms of 
association and cooperation most appropriate for the 
realization of its objectives. 
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The National Electricity Company will be responsible 
for operation of the energy production system, the trans- 
port and interconnection network, and the public 
domain electricity distribution networks falling under 
those areas ceded by the government for exclusive utili- 
zation, the operation of multipurpose hydroelectric facil- 
ities, conventional or nuclear generator plants, the utili- 
zation of new forms of energy production for the 
conversion of solar and geotherma! energy, and other 
cases defined by the government. 


The Luanda Electric Power Company, whose main 
objective is energy distribution, will in tun be respon- 
sible for the exclusive distribution of elect-‘city to 
Luanda Province and the areas ceded to it by the Energy 
and Oil Ministry. 


To promote development of the activities necessary for 
the realization of its social objective, the enterprise 
could, on its Own initiative, associate itself with third 
parties in accordance with the law. 


It is worth noting that the organizational structures thus 
approved are based upon the paradigm that defines the 
new philosophy guiding the enterprises’ constitutions. 


During the course of the Sth session, the Defense and 
Security Committee approved the regulations involving 
the operation of the Provincial Social Reintegration 
Offices, bodies reporting to the Provincial Commis- 
sariat, the objective of which is to apply or execute plans 
for global and sectoral measures in accordance with the 
national clemency and harmonization policy, and coor- 
dinate the progress of that function. 


The National Teachers Consolidated Map for promoting 
military advancement in September 1990, and the Dis- 
tribution Plan of the qualified labor force among the 
armed forces, security forces, police and branches of the 
national economy were also approved by the govern- 
ment body. 


Summarizing the directives, the members of the Defense 
and Security Committee took notice of the data on 
energy distribution to the city of Luanda, recommending 
that the sector continue its efforts toward rapid normal- 
ization of the situation. 


* Future North-South Satellite Links Announced 


90AF0638H Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 7 Aug 90 p 3 


[Text] Transport Vice Minister for Telecommunications 
Licino Tavares announced in Uige at the end of the week a 
plan for ensuring communications via satellite between the 
country’s northern and eastern provinces, and the capital. 


Licino Tavares, in Uige to head a Ministry delegation, 
said that Uige, Zaire, Lundas, and Moxico provinces 
would be given priority. 


According to the vice minister, the satellite system will 
be implemented within two years. He also noted that an 
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economic rehabilitation program is being prepared for 
the Angolan Postal Company, involving telegraph, 
postal delivery, and mail services. 


During a meeting with the Uige Transport Management 
Committee, the Angolan official announced the road mea- 
sures already in progress, in particular the restructuring of 
both state and private transport and communications. 


* Air Bridge To Aid Famine Victims Started 


90AF0637E Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 3 Aug 90 p 1 


[Text] Lisbon (from cur ANGOP [Angolan Press 
Agency] correspondent)—A Lisbon-Luanda air bridge 
will be established this month to carry food, medicines 
and clothing to the Angolan populations affected by the 
drought, it was divulged Wednesday in Lisbon. 


The air bridge forms part of a support campaign for 
victims of hunger caused by the drought in Angola, and 
is Organized by a group of Angolans and Portuguese 
linked to the Portuguese forums for peace and democ- 
racy in Angola. 


The group composed of Fatima Roque, Maria Jose 
Nogueira Pinto, Jofre Justino, and Margarida Lima 
Mayer was received yesterday for the second time in one 
week by Angolan Ambassador to Portugal Rui Mingas, 
who thanked them and proclaimed his government's 
willingness to facilitate distribution of the donations. 


Meanwhile, “some quantities” of milk, aspirin, and 
other items already collected by the group “are ready” to 
go to Angola for delivery to the government, which will 
make the required distribution, according to a source 
from the group. 


This campaign benefits from the support of the multina- 
tional corporation Nestle and the Calouste Gulbenkian 
Foundation, among other organizations. 


This group, together with organizers of the I Congress of 
Angolan Cadres Overseas and other Portuguese figures, 
such as Gulbenkian Director Sa Machado, constitute the 
“ad-hoc” commission for hunger, created in Portugal 
and which will meet next week to coordinate activities to 
be undertaken to benefit the affected populations. 


* Soviet Official Reiterates Support for Peace 


90AF0637G Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 3 Aug 90 p 2 


[Text] Soviet Vice Minister for Foreign Affairs A. 
Belonojov reiterated the Soviet Union's support for the 
Angolan Government and people in their efforts in 
search of peace. 


In a meeting with Angolan Ambassador to the USSR 
Bernardo de Sousa, the Soviet leader stated that his 
country is following with interest and anticipation the 
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evolution of the peace process in Angola, and reiterated 
his unconditional support for the Angolan Government's 
positions. 

A. Belonojov said that his country will continue to carry 
out diplomatic efforts to persuade the United States to 
stop assisting UNITA [National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola], in order to facilitate the nego- 
tiation process and contribute to its success, under the 
good offices of Portugal. 


During the meeting, Bernardo de Sousa informed his 
colleague on the results of the 25th ordinary session of 
the MPLA [Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola}-——Labor Party Central Committee, which out- 
lined, he said, a blueprint for the advancement and 
achievement of peace in Angola. 


The Angolan diplomat explained on the occasion that 
the People’s Assembly will revise the country’s Consti- 
tution in two stages, the first being the establishment of 
the office of prime minister this very year, and the 
second being somewhat broader, encompassing a series 
of mechanisms that will deal with the future political 
system to be submitted to popular referendum. 


Offer of Movie Cameras 


The union of Soviet associations of friendship and 
cultural relations with foreign countries has offered 25 
movie cameras to Angola since 1980. 


This information was divulged yesterday by Giorgi 
Mekokichvili, member of the executive committee of the 
USSR-Angola friendship association. 


Giorgi Mekokichvili made clear that the equipment was 
distributed by to military units, one of which was the 
Viana center for disabled veterans. 


During the last half of 1989 the USSR also offered that 
center 600 books, chess games, decks of cards, and other 
means of recreation. 


According to Giorgi Mekokichvili, the association has 82 
offices in countries in Western Europe, Latin America, 
Africa, and Asia. 


The official also added that a project is underway for the 
construction of a cultural palace in Luanda, with 
financing by the Soviet Government of $5 million (some 
150 million kwanzas). 


The palace will have three sports courts, pool, movie the- 
ater, library, conference hall, canteen, and other facilities. 


* Commission Created To Renovate Airlines 
90AF0638C Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 8 Aug 90 p 1 


[Text] Angolan Chief of State Comrade Jose Eduardo 
dos Santos has created a multisectoral government com- 
mission for renovating the TAAG——Angolan Airlines 
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long-distance fleet, thus fulfilling one of the recommen- 
dations outlined for that purpose by the Committee for 
Defense and Security [CDS]. 


Following is the substance of the presidential communique: 


“Considering th: necessity and urgency of unblocking 
and concluding ihe work of renovating the TAAG— 
Angolan Airlines long-distance fleet, and in light of the 
recommendations outlined for that purpose by the Com- 
mittee for Defense and Security, I have determined that: 


1. A governmental multisectoral commission shall be 
created, coordinated by the Ministry of Planning and 
composed of the following comrades: minister of trans- 
port and communications; minister of finance; governor 
of the BNA [National Bank of Angola]; vice-governor of 
the BNA; and secretary of the Counc‘! of Ministers. 


2. The Commission thus created shall be charged with 
the following: 


a) gathering and evaluating the documents, studies and 
proposals on renovating the TAAG long-distance fleet;. 


b) effecting the necessary contacts and negotiations 
involved in the renovation plan for the TAAG long- 
distance fleet; and 


c) presenting to the government, through the CDS Eco- 
nomic Committee, the proposal for purchasing the airplanes 
for the renovation of the TAAG long-distance fleet. 


3. Within a maximum of 60 days counting from the date 
of signing of this notice, the Committee must present to 
the Committee for Defense and Security's Economic 
Committee the proposal referred to on line c) of the 
previous enumeration. 


4. In order to fully realize its tasks the Committee may 
take recourse in coliaboration with specialists and offi- 
cials of TAAG or other entities, as needed. 


5. Any doubts and omissions resulting from the interpre- 
tation and application of this notice shall be resolved by 
the chief of government. 


6. This notice shall take effect immediately. 


Mozambique 


Renamo Spokesman on Failure of Peace Talks 


MB1709164490 London BBC World Service 
in English 1515 GMT 17 Sep 90 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program presented by 
Acqueia Musso] 


[Text] It seems that all the optimism about the prospects 
for peace in Mozambique was premature. The last round 
of direct talks in Rome didn’t go very well and both sides 
came away unhappy. The government was particulariy 
upset by Renamo’s [Mozambique National Resistance] 
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demand for a mediator in the talks after it had appar- 
ently accepied face to face negotiations. A new round of 
talks was due in Rome this week, but Renamo is now 
saying it won't be there. I asked Julius Seffu, a Renamo 
representative in the United States, why not: 


{Begin recording] [Seffu] Yes, I think President Afonso 

Dhlakama had made it clear to the international com- 
munity that he and his party is committed to peace in 
Mozambique and as such he was getting ready to send 
his men to the table when all of a sudden Mr. Chissano, 
or President Chissano, decided to launch an offensive. 
So, this was actually an astonishing thing, something that 
we did not expect. And, therefore, because of such an 
offensive it seems that President Chissano is not inter- 
ested in the talks, but war. 


[Musso] What offensive is this? What exactly are you 
referring to? 


[Seffu] I am referring to the fact that due to the fact Mr. 
Chissano, or President Chissano, is not interested in 
peace. He decided to launch an offensive by inviting the 
Zimbabwe Air Force and the Tanzanian Air Force to 
launch an offensive around Gorongosa, while he knew 
very well that it was this week that the peace talks were 
supposed to be taking place. So, to us this is not a gesture 
of good faith. 


[Musso] But there is no cease-fire, is there in place at the 
moment, is there, Mr. Seffu? 


[Seffu] There is no cease-fire thus far. 


[Musso] And Renamo itself, its forces, are continuing to 
launch attacks on, presumably on the Mozambican Gov- 
ernment forces elsewhere in the country, not so? 


[Setfu] No, that’s not true because even at this point 
when we are talking about this issue, Renamo is just on 
the defensive side because, like i said, we were just 
getting ready to go for peace talks when this offensive, 
you know, was launched. 


[Musso] But Mr. Seffu we are receiving reports almost 
every two days of new attacks in Mozambique by 
Renamo forces. 


[Seffu] No, that is Frelimo [Mozambique Liberation Front] 
propaganda. Mr. Dhlakama had made it clear that as long as 
the peace talks were going on there is no way that Mr. 
Dhliakama would be launching a new attacks. 


[Musso] So, you are saying that Renamo has engaged in 
no military activity since the peace talks process begun? 


[Seffu] Yes, exactly, that’s what I am trying to say, except 
being on the defensive side. Renamo has not launched 
any attack since the peace talks have begun. 


[Musso] Surely, the quickest way to solve this problem 
would be in fact to go to those talks, to the next round of 
talks and ge? a peace deal and, therefore, get a cease-fire. 
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[Seffu] That is very true. Actually, we were very much 
encouraged by those peace talks ourselves. Like I said, 
Mr. Dhliakama is dedicated to that. He weuld like peace 
in Mozambique and the people of Mozan:bdique to have 
the share of what we fought for. We were very much 
encouraged with that. Also we were very encouraged on 
the Frelimo side that they were responding with that 
positively, but all of a sudden it seems like President 
Chissano all he does is try to change the talks by inviting 
forces [words indistinct] inside Mozambique. 


[Musso] What do you think now the government in 
Mozambique has to do to persuade you to go to the next 
round of talks? 


[Seffu] I believe that for the peace talks to go ahead at this 
point President Chissano should actually stop the offensive 
and stop inviting more troops into Mozambique because it 
does not make sense to invite foreign troops while we are 
engaged in these peace talks. [end recording] 


* Lichinga Market Expands; Prices Listed 
90AF0619D Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
4 Aug 90 p 3 


[Text] The central marketplace in the city of Lichinga is 
currently in full expansion, a fact believed, in Niassa 
Province, to be the result of the implementation of the 
Economic Recovery Program (PRE). Dozens of stands 
are being erected for the sale of various articles: hard- 
ware, food products, and clothing. The stand proprietors 
believe that they are transforming into reality the local 
inhabitants’ dream that life will improve after the war. 


Accoi:.ing to our findings from the Executive Council of 
Lichinga City, less than two years ago the city’s central 
market was limited to only one pavilion of about 1,000 
square meters, and an open space used by wandering 
vendors to display their wares. 


Today the situation is completely different: the pavilion 
continues to shelter the old central market vendors, with 
hundreds of tables inside where everything from corn flour 
to dried fish to even hardware is sold, while some twenty 
stands outside provide another view of the facility. 


The stands, all of them of virtually the same size, are 
constructed of locally produced tiles and cement, and 
covered with zinc or cloth. In addition to the economic 
rationales motivating the construction of these stands, it 
iS pertinent to note that their architectural configura- 
tions lend an extraordinary beauty to the site. 


According to a local Executive Council source, the 
construction of the stands followed a plan that had 
already been outlined, which prevented the construction 
of disorderly buildings in the vicinity, the reason for 
which the market displays a certain esthetic quality. 


A little of everything is sold in the stands: toys, watches, 
beits, deodorants, cooking oil, soap, salt, various articles of 
clothing, and even the so-called “disaster” clothing. These 
articles are acquired in Nampula, Beira and Maputo. 
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During the days spent in the area our reporter d...covered 
that because the main pavilion is bursting with vendors, 
dozens of them without stands, the majority of peasants 
who wish to sell their ~.0ds directly occupy the space in 
front of the main pavilion. 


These peasants sell products obtained ‘rom their own 
kitchen gardens: various vegetables, beans, white potatoes 
and sweet potatoes, mandioca, millet, almonds and fruit. 


These people bring tables, generally of wood, from their 
homes, or spread packing sheets on the ground to sell 
their products. Items such as beans, almonds, and millet 
are measured in a can; white potatoes and sweet pota- 
toes, tomatoes, onions, and mandioca are stacked in 
piles as in the black market in Maputo. 


The prices of the products are as high as in the country’s 
capital, with the exception of millet, mandioca and beans, 
which are relatively low compared to those in Maputo. A 
750-gram can of butter beans, for example, costs between 
250 and 300 meticais. For 200 meticais one can purchase 
one kg of mandioca and for 500 meticais a 20-kg can of 
millet. Apart from these and a few other exceptions, prices 
in Lichinga are high primarily because the supplies come 
to the city by costly routes: the products are unloaded at 
Beira port and carried by truck through Zimbabwe, then to 
Tete and on to Malawi, and then enter through Niassa, a 
route of more than 1,000 km. The reason for this costly 
route is that train service, the only way of carrying large 
quantities of products to the province at one time, is 
irregular, in some cases there being only two trips per year 
to Lichinga. 


Zambia 


President Kaunda Receives Saudi Delegation 


MB1709185890 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 17 Sep 90 


[Text] An envoy of King Fahd of Saudi Arabia has said 
that the invasion and annexation of Kuwait by Iraq was 
not only a violation of international law, but a gross 
injustice to all [words indistinct] of humanity. 


Speaking when he presented a special message to President 
Kaunda at State House this evening, (‘Abd-al-‘Aziz al- 
Shamin) said that the world was not ready to accept any 
justification offered by Iraq for the annexation of Kuwait. 


He added that the whole world was praying that the crisis 
in the Gulf would be resolved without any further 
violence from both (?sides). 


When receiving the message Comrade Kaunda said that 
he was constantly praying that Iraq would withdraw 
from Kuwait so that negotiations would begin. He said 
that the situation in the Gulf was so serious that it was 
[words indistinct] for the entire world. 


And a five-man Saudi Arabian Government delegation 
led by Minister of Foreign Affairs Mr. (Abd al-Bari) 
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[name as heard] arrived in the country this afternoon for 
a one-day visit. The Saudi Arabian envoy was expected 
to meet [words indistinct] Comrade President Kaunda 
on the ongoing Gulf crisis. 


Mr. (Bari) and his team was [as heard] met on arrival at 
Lusaka International Airport by officials from the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and diplomats in the Saudi Arabian 
Embassy. The Saudi Arabian minister and his delegation is 
[as heard] expected to return home tomorrow. 


Kaunda ‘Very Upset’ With Multiparty Advocates 
MB1709183890 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 17 Sep 90 


[Text] President Kaunda has revealed that he is getting 
very upset with the outbursts of the multiparty advo- 
cates, but was holding back because of his love for God. 


Speaking when he met a delegation from the Seventh 
Day Adventist Church this afternoon, the president said 
that some of the remarks were upsetting, but he would 
not retaliate because of his desire for reconciliation 
through the powers of God. 


Speaking earlier, executive director for central Zambia 
and the Seventh Day Adventist Church, Pastor (James 
Sikwala), said there was no problem that was beyond 
solving in the eyes of God. He said all the problems 
currently being faced in the nation would be solved only 
if the people returned to God for answers, adding that 
the current problems in the nation should be treated as 
experiences in our lifetime. 


Zimbabwe 


President Mugabe Defends One-Party State Plans 


MB1709183290 Gaborone Domestic Service 
in English 1610 GMT 17 Sep 90 


[Text] Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabe today 
defended his controversial plan to make Zimbabwe a one- 
party state, when he welcomed delegates to the 36th confer- 
ence of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association. 


Mr. Mugabe has been under reported pressure from 
moderates within his own ZANU [Zimbabwe African 
National Union] Party, as well as from his Western 
trading partners, to abandon his aim of amending the 
Constitution to limit freedom of political association. 
Mr. Mugabe told the delegates that the mere existence of 
a political party, or several political parties in a system, 
is no proof that the system in necessarily democratic. 
Mr. Mugabe, who has acknowledged his drive for a 
one-party state, has rebuffed critics who say it will 
alienate aid donors and replicate problems of ineffi- 
ciency and corruption suffered by other African and 
Eastern European states. He said the real need was for 
intra-party democracy through which the people could 
capture, and control the instruments of government 
from a grass-roots level. 
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Implementation of Trade Liberalization Begins 


MB1809055290 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2105 GMT 17 Sep 90 


[Text] Harare Sept 17 SAPA—The Zimbabwean Govern- 
ment on Monday [17 Sep] announced its decision to imple- 
ment the long-awaited first stage of the trade liberalisation 
programme on a modest scale, by placing some items on to 
open general import licence [OGIL] from October 1. 


ae a ne et (entail 
Economic Planning and Development Minister Bernard 
Chidzero said that in the light of the Middle East crisis 
which had worsened Zimbabwe's balance of payments, 
the government had also decided to introduce various 
export and investment incentives to boost exports, 
investment and employment. 


The first stage of trade liberalisation is expected to cost 
about six billion dollars, ZIANA national news agency 
reports. 

The items to be added onto the existing OGIL list 
include klinker for cement production, plastic granules 
and tin plate for the packaging industry and dyes, 
colourants and pigments for the textile industry. 

These items, Mr Chidzero said, had been identified as being 
of high priority due to their linkage to the export industry. 
More products would be added to the list “as more 
resources become available and the balance of payments 
situation improves.” Importers would be required to 
obtain the OGIL eligibility certificates from the Ministry 
of Industry and Commerce, which they would present to 
their authorised dealers to effect importation. 


With regard to existing OGIL, Mr Chidzero said this 
would continue to operate in the same manner, the only 
exception being medicaments where fraudulent ativities 
had been detected. “With effect from | October 1990, 
only those drugs stipulated in the essential drugs list will 
be imported under OGIL and only licenced doctors and 
pharmacists are eligible to use OGIL facility,” he said. 
The government had set up an import unit within the 
Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe to monitor the issuing of 
OGIL forms to avoid abuses. 


In order to stimulate export growth, government decided 
to introduce an export retention scheme for the produc- 
tive sectors of the population based on actual export 
earnings. Allocations from this scheme would be on a 
semi-annual basis and the first allocations are expected 
to commence in January 1991. 


“The mining sector including ferro-alloys and steel and the 
agricultural sector, including cotton lint and beef, will be 
entitled to retain locally 5 per cent of the value of export for 
the purchase of the imported raw material and capital goods 
used for their existing line of operation,” he said. 


“Manufacturing exporters including tourism, construction, 
horticulture and road hauliers will be entitled to retain 
seven per cent of the value of exports for similar purposes,” 
he said. The current export bonus scheme for manufacturing 
exporters would be increased from 25 to 30 per cent. 
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Burkina Faso 


Call for ECOMOG To ‘Pack Up’, ‘Go Home’ 


AB1709190090 Domestic Service 
in French 1300 GMT 17 Sep 90 


[Text] Will peace return to Liberia as is the wish of many 
people? In fact, the so-called peacekeeping force sent to 
that country by the Economic Community of West 
African States [ECOWAS] mediation committee, osten- 
sibly to see that peace reigns, has moved on to the attack 
with air bombings of positions of the National Patriotic 
Front of Liberia [NPFL], a peacekeeping exercise which 
has been turned into an intervention exercise. Baba 
Aman has the details: 


[Aman] The so-called ECOWAS peacekeeping force has 
succeeded in transforming an internal conflict into an 
international one. Peacekeeping has row been turned 
into an intervention; with the way things are going now, 
it is no more a Liberian conflict but rather a war between 
the so-called ECOWAS force and Charles Taylor's 
NPFL. Until now we have been accustomed to the usual 
plan: a country invaded by foreign forces calls for 
external assistance to drive the enemy out of its national 
territory. We either agree or disagree with this plan; it is 
the outcome that matters. This is a classic blow that the 
collective international memory has ended up endorsing. 


The only problem here is that there is something new in 
this classic set up: The external assistance meant to 
pacify, mediate, and therefore, observe some sort of 
neutrality, has ended up getting involved. The aim is to 
subdue the NPFL, the most representative component of 
the forces struggling for power, but in whose favor? Are 
Liberians going to be kicked out of Liberia? It is difficult 
to persuade Liberians that these bombings are being 
launched and maintained for their good. In fact, Charles 
Taylor's soldiers will not be the only ones affected. The 
resources used and the reinforcement demanded go far 
beyond mere self-defense. Indeed in such a situation, the 
best defense for the ECOWAS soldiers would be for them 
to pack up and go home and not to defend a portion of 
the land as a conquered territory. 


There would not be any shame in operating a retreat 
because it will be recorded in history as a tactical retreat 
since all the conditions were not met to conduct the 
mission successfully. The ECOWAS Cease-Fire Moni- 
toring Group would do well to take example from the 
UN peacekeeping force. 


At the beginning of the Liberian conflict, international 
opinion deplored innocent victims and the growing 
number of refugees. What will the situation be now that 
planes are involved? 


The Gambia 


Jawara Dispatches Sey, Abass buadu to Freetown 


AB1709180890 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 17 Sep 90 


[From the “Focus on Africa™ program] 


[Excerpts] [passage omitted] An ECOMOG [Economic 
Community of West African States Cease-Fire Moni- 
toring Group] jet was bombing Taylor's positions over 
the weekend and it is now clear that ECOMOG is 
cooperating with Prince Johnson with the aim of 
installing the ECOWAS-sponsored interim government 
in the Executive Mansion. Well, it is not clear where all 
this leads the ECOWAS peace initiatives, and The Gam- 
bia’s President Jawara, current chairman of ECOWAS 
{Economic Community of West African States}, has cut 
short his visit to Zimbabwe and returned for consulta- 
tions. From Banjul, Babacar Guceye telexed this report. 


[Begin studio announcer recording) [passage omitted] 
Asked about this weekend's escalation of violence in 
Monrovia, he [President Jawara] said that he had not 
received the detailed briefing on this, but he said we have 
got to the stage where we have to think deeply on what 
we should do to bring to an end a very bad, a very 
confused, and a very violent situation. I hope, he went 
on, that after our consultations, we can do something 
which will bring about peace and order in Liberia. 


The first thing President Jawara did this morning was to 
dispatch The Gambia's foreign minister, Omar Sey, and 
the ECOWAS executive secretary, Dr. Abass Bundu, to 
Freetown. There they will meet with U.S. assistant 
secretary of state for African affairs, Mr. Herman Cohen. 
It is planned that they will all go to Monrovia on 
Wednesday [19 Sep] to assess the situation first hand. 


Meanwhile, while they are away it is likely that President 
Jawara will have detailed discussions with the special 
delegation of the Liberian interim government which has 
visited Nigeria, Ghana, Sierra Leone, and the Republic 
of Guinea. The delegation, which included Dr. Amos 
Sawyer, said to be head of the interim government, also 
arrived back in Banjul last night. 


A source close to the delegation said that they had not 
been able to meet Charlies Taylor or his representatives 
in spite of appeals to President Compaore of Burkina 
Faso to use his good offices to get Charles Taylor to start 
discussions with the interim government. However 
according to my source, it is the view of the interim 
government that efforts should continue to try and 
persuade Charles Taylor to cooperate with and partici- 
pate in the interim government. [end recording) 
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Ghana 


1,000 Troops Prepared To Reinforce ECOMOG 


AB1809060090 Paris AFP in English 2227 GMT 
17 Sep 90 


[Text] Freetown, Sept 17 (AFP)}—Ghana is prepared to 
send 1,000 additional troops to boost the ranks of the 
West African peace force in Liberia, informed sources 
said here Monday [17 Sep]. The sources said the offer 
was made during a meeting between Economic Commu- 
nity of West African States Monitoring Group (ECO- 
MOG) [Economic Community of West African States 
(ECOWAS) Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] commander 
Arnold Quainoo, West African ambassadors to 
Freetown, and Sierra Leone President Joseph Momoh. 
Ghana, Sierra Leone, Guinea, The Gamia, and Nigeria 
have contributed troops to the ECOMOG force sent into 
war-torn Liberia on August 24 to impose 2 ceasefire in 
the country’s nine-month civil war. Nigeria at the 
weekend brought in 600 soldiers here to board vessels to 
set sail this week for Monrovia and another 600 were 
expected to arrive late on Monday. 

Monday's “crisis” meeting, which was also attended by 
ECOWAS Executive Secretary Abass Bundu and U.S. 
Ambassador to Sierra Leone Johnny Young, was held to 
evaluate intensified fighting over the weekend, including 
ee ee ee ee ee 
National Patriotic Front (NPFL) rebels in Monrovia. 
Unconfirmed reports said Ghanaian fighters on Sat- 
urday bombed Robertsfield, Liberia's only international 
airport 55 kilometers (35 miles) east of Monrovia. 


Sources close to the meeting at State House Monday said 
General Quainoo, a Ghanaian, had stressed the need to use 
“military alternative to bring peace to Monrovia.” He was 
reported as saying the next step in the ECOWAS peace 
plan would be to install an interim government which was 
chosen three weeks ago by Liberian politicians meeting in 
the food situation in Liberia was “desperate” and that 
ECOMOG troops have had to share their rations with 
starving Liberians trapped in Monrovia. 


Meanwhile, sources here said Nigeria plans to drop 
paratroops at the port of Buchanan, a rebel stronghold 
144 kilometers east of Monrovia, where up to 2,000 
Ghanaian nationals are reportedly living. 

are also to land at Kakata, an important crossroad 55 
kilometers (35 miles) north of Monrovia, but the sources 
did not know when. 


World Bank Vice President Praises Economy 


AB1509121390 Dakar PANA in English 
1116 GMT 15 Sep 90 


[Text] Accra, 15 Sep. (GNA/PANA)—The vice president 
of the World Bank in charge of Africa, Edward Jaycox, 
said Friday [14 Sep] in Accra that he had confidence in 
Ghana's economy in the coming years. However, a lot 
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more has to be done particularly in the private sector, if 
the country is to realize its full potential. 

Speaking at a press conference to round-off his four-day 
visit to the country, he said: The economic recovery 
programme (ERP) has gone on well, fulfilled most of its 
objectives and is certainly remarkable. 

Jaycox described the visit as successful, instructive and 
reaffirming adding that the Bank, which together with 
the international Monetary Fund and Western bilateral 
and multilateral aid has been supporting the recovery 
programme, will continue to step up its assistance. 


He sasd he was particularly impressed by the upward 
movement of the economy, availability of goods and 
services, increased exports and investments in infra- 
structure. 


Jaycox said the Bank will encourage the government to 


put together a package of regulations and procedures to 
boost private sector involvement in the economy. 


Ghana's finance and economic planning secretary Kwesi 
Botchwey said Ghana's full potential is yet to be 
achieved. If we persist with the ERP and the entire 
citizenry continue to respond as we are doing now, it will 
not be long before we realized this potential, he said. He 
said it was now important to mobilize the country’s 
domestic resources, develop economic management 
capacities and a framework that can sustain the present 
growth rate. 


Ivory Coast 


‘High Tension’, Incidents at Abidjan University 
AB1709124090 Paris AFP in French 1147 GMT 
17 Sep 90 


[Text] Abidjan, 17 Sep (AFP)}—There was high tension 
this morning at the Abidjan University where most 
students boycotted classes and forced those wanting to 
remain in classes to leave the lecture halls, observers 
noted. At approximately 0930, about ten “touts,” 
according to the opposition students, barged into the 
university campus to oppose the action of the students 
who were trying to prevent their colleagues from 
attending classes. 


The students repulsed the “touts” by throwing stones, an 
AFP reporter noted. The students blocked access roads 
to the university with tree trunks. Shortly afterwards, 
two truckloads of security forces arrived near the campus 
and took position without intervening, however, 
observers noted. By midmorning, students were seen 
going home as classes had been suspended. 


Government reopened the faculties (22,000 students) on 
12 September, after a six-month closure following a wave 
of students unrest during which one student was killed 
by a gendarme. The government had planned for two 
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months of courses to make up for the lost time and for a 
new academic year to begin in January 1991. 


Several students, often close to the opposition, have 
rejected this schedule and demanded a fresh academic 
year. Several of these students have been boycotting 
classes since 12 September. 


‘Vigilante’ Groups To Ensure Security 
AB1709214290 Abidjan Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 17 Sep 90 


[Statement read live by Mr. Thio Toure Bakary, rector of 
the National University of Ivory Coast, in response to 
incidents on campus on |7 September] 


[Text] The University Council, convened by its chairman, 
met on 17 September 1990 from 1100 to 1400 GMT. After 
reviewing how classes have resumed since 12 September 
1990, the Council noted that attendance improved gradu- 
ally, going from 30 to 60 percent on the first day to 70 to 90 
percent on 14 and 15 September 1990. While 100 percent 
resumption was expected, it turned out that on 17 Sep- 
tember, certain incidents occurred and disturbed classes 
between 0800 and 1100 GMT. In the afternoon, classes 
went smoothly in all faculties. 


Following the incidents recorded in the morning, the 
rector received a list of grievances and proposals for 
resuming and smoothly conducting classes from some 
students. After carefully examining the various issues 
raised, the Coucil made the following decisions: 


First, concerning security within the university: To 
ensure the security of all members of the university 
community, the Council has decided to establish vigi- 
lante committees as is done in many universities around 
the world. These people, who are charged by the univer- 
sity to ensure security, will be distributed among the 
various faculties and will play a dissuasive role. Conse- 
quently, the Council will not like any intervention by 
outside security forces within the university unless the 
rector calls them. 


Second, concerning students who have exhausted their 
registration rights, what the students themselves popu- 
larly call last round of ammunition: The Council decided 
to give them a chance. All those who get an average of at 
least 30 percent in the examinations will be allowed, 
exceptionally, to reregister. This measure applies to all 
the faculties. 


Third, concerning the students of the Faculty of Medi- 
cine: The Council noted with satisfaction the answers 
already given to the major part of their academic 
demands, namely lowering the failure mark to five, not 
dismissing students after their sixth year, and allowing 
students to repeat three times after the third year. 


Fourth, concerning drawing up curricula and examina- 
tion procedures: The Council urges all faculties to con- 
tinue the efforts already initiated. 
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The Council, conscious of the need to guarantee the future 
of students and with a view to ironing out the difficulties 
which still impede the total resumption of classes, intends to 
receive the various interest groups. Finally, the Council 
notes with delight the extraordinary work accomplished by 
the teachers and urges them to continue their job as educa- 
tors. The Coucil counts on all students and teachers for the 
smooth continuation of classes. 


Done at Abidjan on 17 September 1990. 


Opposition Party Elects Presidential Candidate 


AB1709200290 London BBC World Service in English 
1830 GMT 17 Sep 90 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] When presidential elections take place in Ivory Coast 
next month, it will be the first time in the country’s history 
that voters can choose between more than one candidate, 
and opposition parties are preparing and selecting their 
candidates for the post. Over the weekend it was the turn of 
the Popular Front which selected its general secretary, 
Laurent Gbagbo, to stand against the veteran candidate, the 
country’s president, Felix Houphouet-Boigny. From Abid- 
jan, Gerald Bourke reports: 


[Begin Bourke recording] Mr. Gbagbo’s formal nomination 
was public in the early hours of this morning at the end of a 
three-day conference of the Popular Front in Abidjan. He 
was the sole candidate for the post taking 98.4 percent of the 
1,348 votes cast. He was also returned for a five-year term as 
general secretary of the party, a post he secured in 
November 1988 shortly after returning home from six years 
of self-imposed exile in France. 


The choice of 43-year-old Mr. Gbagbo, a professor of 
modern history, as the Front’s presidential candidate 
was never in doubt. For years he has been a fearlessly 
vocal critic of President Houphouet-Boigny and the 
ruling Democratic Party. Indeed, many Ivorians believe 
that were it not for Gbagbo, Ivory Coast would still be a 
one-party state. 


Since the government bowed to pressure for the legaliza- 
tion of opposition parties four months ago, no less than 
26 new parties have been registered. Judging by the 
attendance at its rallies and meetings, the Popular Front 
seems to enjoy more support than most. Mr. Gbagbo 
claims that it has a million members, more than half of 
them paid-up party cardholders. 


But just how well he does at the polls will depend on a 
number of factors, not the least the extent to which other 
opposition party leaders throw their weight behind him. 
But the most crucial issue is who represents the ruling 
Democratic Party. The conventional wisdom here has it 
that 85-year-old President Houphouet-Boigny is deter- 
mined to run for a seventh consecutive five-year term. 
For a man used to taking virtually 100 percent of the 
votes cist, many believe he will want to win handsomely. 
That, government opponents fear, could lead to more 
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discrimination against the opposition parties, intimida- 
tion of their members, and ultimately election rigging. 
{end recording] 


Liberia 


‘Intense’ Fighting Reported in Monrovia 17 Sep 


AB 1809090690 London BBC World Service in English 
1830 GMT 17 Sep 90 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Over the past few days fighting in Monrovia has 
been intense. Charles Taylor’s National Patriotic Front 
attacked the West African Peacekeeping Forces positions 
thus reaping retaliation in the form of an ECOMOG 
{Economic Community of West African States Cease- 
Fire Monitoring Group] jet bombarding Taylor’s forces. 
In fact ECOMOG has been taking a much more offen- 
sive role and Prince Johnson’s rebel forces have also 
been active pursuing the rump of the late President 
Doe’s forces. We have just had a call from our corre- 
spondent in Monrovia, Elizabeth Blunt. Ruth Folby 
asked her what had been happening today. 


[Begin recording] [Blunt] Well I have not noticed the 
planes today. That is not to say they did not come. It has 
been a (?really) bad day in Monrovia with a lot of 
fighting which means that I, like most people, have been 
largely confined io my house, listening to what is hap- 
pening outside but not entirely knowing where the 
fighting is or what is going on. There were now huge 
spots of smoke rising over the center of the city. Many, 
many buildings are burning. Some of it is certainly the 
result of the fire fight we heard this afternoon with all 
sorts of guns off downtown—heavy guns as well as 
machine guns—and there were very large heavy machine 
guns as well. But some of this is certainly retreating 
soldiers who are now so desperate that they are burning 
everything as they go, saying if they cannot have Presi- 
dent Doe,—no Doe no Liberia—and they are leaving 
nothing behind. And people who ran up here have said 
that their shops and houses have had petrol poured over 
them and the whole thing set ablaze by the soldiers. 


[Folby] But the offensive fighting is coming, as far as you 
understand it, from the ECOMOG forces and rebels 
from Prince Johnson’s faction? 


[Blunt] To the best of my knowledge, what I have been 
hearing today, particularly this afternoon, has been 
Johnson’s people with the remnants of Doe’s army 
because there are still quite a lot that have not surren- 
dered. I think they have grouped themselves round the 
barracks area, BTC, the Barclay Training Center. 
Johnson’s people were very nervous this morning. I 
gather they were expecting Doe’s soldiers to make some 
kind of a breakout and judging by the noise this after- 
noon they probably did. It has been impossible, for 
instance, to go from the center of town to the port today; 


the bridges were closed. Everybody, really, has been 
staying indoors. It has been a very difficult day. 


[Folby] So, no indication of what Taylor’s rebels have 
been doing all day? 


[Blunt] Not really, from here I have not been able to tell 
at all. I have not the «!ightest idea of what they have been 
doing or what ECOMOG has been doing. ECOMOG is 
now pretty well invisible in the center of town. You 
hardly see them and a lot of their former checkpoints are 
now unmanned. 


[Folby] And what of the civilian problem? Could you 
really say it is still going from bad to worse on the daily 
basis for many of the people? 


[Blunt] Yes, it is very bad. The sanitary problem, the 
sickness problem and the most extreme, the cholera 
problem is getting worse, made worse by the fact that the 
people do not really know how to deal with cholera. They 
believe they need the sort of drugs and medical treat- 
ment which are simply not available and they do not 
know about the home remedy for cholera. But also, the 
food problem continues very badly. It is only mitigated 
by the fact that people can break into warehouses and 
containers at night and steal a few things and sell them 
the next day. But all that is done at the port. So in this 
area where the bridges are closed nothing comes across 
and really there has been practically nothing to buy 
today. 


[Floby] Refugees coming to Freetown have spoken of 
people actually dying on the streets. Have you seen any 
evidence of this? 


[Blunt] I have seen people and a little boy lying on the 
curb looking very, very weak. I did not see him, a friend 
and neighbor of mine saw him yesterday afternoon. This 
is even one of the better parts of town; I am told it is a 
much more common sight in the poorer areas like New 
Kru Town and (?West) Point. 


[Folby] And what about naval traffic going in and out of 
the free port? I mean, are supplies coming or is no one 
attempting that anymore? 


[Blunt] No, since the port was shelled on Friday, basi- 
cally, the bulk of the ECOMOG naval fleet has gone 
away, has gone to Freetown. The last time I was down 
there, yesterday afternoon, there was only a [word indis- 
tinct] and one Nigerian patrol boat in harbor and from 
what I can see today nothing else has come in either. The 
merchant ship, the “Tano River”, left hurriedly when 
the shells started to fall without evacuating anybody. 
And there is a bit of a question mark over what happened 
to General Quainoo because he has certainly not been 
seen to be here. There has been no report of him arriving 
in Freetown. I asked the press officer with the ECOMOG 
where he was, and he said he did not know. The best 
guess is that he is somewhere at sea but we really do not 
know what has happened to the force commander. [end 
recording] 
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And we have had reports from Banjul to say that General 
Quainoo was expected to arrive there this evening. 


Mali 


Burkinabe on Cooperation, Troops in Liberia 
AB1709222090 Bamako Domestic Service 
in French 1500 GMT 17 Sep 90 


[Text] The president of the Republic today received Mr. 
Prosper Vokouma, minister of external relations of 
Burkina Faso, who brought a message from Captain 
Blaise Compaore. This message falls within the context 
of the traditional consultations on all subjects of 
common interest to our countries, which are determined 
to translate their relations of good neighborliness into 
concrete terms and work unceasingly for the economic 
integration of the subregion in peace and security. 


The challenges of underdevelopment are calling us, and it is 
the interdependence in solidarity and stability that will be 
the best way to harmonious development, General Moussa 
Traore said. The head of state took the opportunity to 
extended to Capt. Blaise Compaore, president of the Pop- 
ular Front, and to the Burkinabe people his fraternal greet- 
ings and his wishes for a good rainfall for a good agricultural 
harvest. Here is the Burkinabe emissary talking to 
Mohamed Sefare after his audience: 


[Begin recording] [Vokouma] I was charged with deliv- 
ering a written message from his brother and friend, 
President Blaise Compaore of Burkina Faso, and this is 
what I have just done. 


{Sefare] It is known that presently the Economic Com- 
munity of West African States peacekeeping force is in 
Liberia. I would like to know Burkina Faso’s position on 
this. Some radio stations are claiming that Burkinabe 
soldiers are fighting on Charles Taylor’s side. Can you 
confirm or deny this? 


[Vokouma] As for the accusation often made against 
Burkina in this affair, I think present developments in 
the situation in Liberia prove, if there is still the need, 
who is actually intervening in Liberia. You have been 
following recent developments as I have, and I think 
there is no need to dwell on this. We have always made 
our position quite clear. We have always believed that 
our Economic Community's first aim is the economic 
integration of our subregion and not setting up a military 
high command of any sort. 


We set up a mediation committee in Banjul to resolve 
problems between two states and not to solve a conflict 
which is the internal affair of a state. I have to state here 
that Burkina Faso has strictly nothing to gain from 
sending troops to Liberia. We have clearly made our 
position known about this peacekeeping force by saying 
that we do not think that this is the way an internal 
conflict with several armed factions should be resolved. 
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[Sefare] You have just talked about integration and 
therefore South-South cooperation. How is cooperation 
between Bamako and Ouagadougou? 


[Vokouma] Bilateral cooperation between Mali and 
Burkina Faso is quite good. In this context we can tell 
you that we have had the occasion throughout the year to 
consult one another on initiatives taken by our heads of 
state that we are trying to implement to strengthen this 
cooperation. [end recording] 


This audience took place in the presence of Dr. Ngolo 
Traore, minister of foreign affairs and international 
cooperation. 


Nigeria 


ECOWAS Considering Doubling Troop Contingent 
AB1609134090 Lagos International Service 
in English 1030 GMT 16 Sep 90 


[Text] ECOWAS [Economic Community of West 
African States] leaders are considering doubling their 
4,000-man contingent in Liberia and ordering troops to 
take a more offensive role to stop the bloodshed. 


The peacekeeping force has been seriously hampered by 
lack of funds and by ambiguous roles in what has become 
a two-way battle for power between Taylor's rebels and 
the faction headed by Johnson. Nigeria on Thursday [13 
Sep] sent two additional warships with troops and relief 
materials to Liberia. 


Meanwhile, heavy fighting is reported to be continuing 
in Monrovia, the Liberian capital. The rebel group led by 
Charles Taylor was said to have engaged in street battles 
with both Prince Johnson's faction and the West African 
peacekeeping force, as both rebel groups continue to 
hunt down on what is left of late President Samuel Doe's 
army. Heavy gunfire was also reported from a beach area 
where groups of soldiers have dug in for a final 
onslaught. 


The latest fighting, said to be the heaviest in the nine- 
month old civil war, was said to have left fires burning 
out of control in the country’s city center after a heavy 
shelling on the Presidential Mansion. 


Soldiers ‘Held Hostage’ by Johnson Released 


AB1709204690 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 17 Sep 90 


[Text] A Nigerian reinforcement of more than 600 
soldiers is on its way to Monrovia. The soldiers, drawn 
from the 72d Airborne Battalion of [place-name indis- 
tinct] arrived in Freetown, Sierra Leone, early today. 
Correspondent Pius Ebahor filed this report from 
Freetown: 


[Begin studio announcer recording] The reinforcement has 
been precipitated by renewed offensives from the rebel 
forces of Charles Taylor, as well as ECOMOG's [Economic 
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Community of West African States Cease-Fire Monitoring 
Group] desire to end the conflict in good time. The 
commander of the battalion, Lieutenant Colonel (Patrick 
Bossonga), said that the troops were battle ready and that 
they were being transported to Monrovia tomorrow in one 
of Nigeria’s warships, NNS Ambe. 


Sixty-four ECOMOG soldiers, including Nigerians, held 
hostage by the rebel forces of Prince Yormie Johnson, 
have been freed. Their release followed threats by the 
Nigerian contingent to use force to secure their freedom. 


Meanwhile over 1,000 Nigerian nationals are now at the 
port of Monrovia waiting to be evacuated. The Nigerian 
ambassador to Liberia, Mr. Abraham Tukury, told our 
correspondent that everything possible was being done 
to convey them back home. He said they were being 
given adequate security to forestall any possible attack 
by the rebel forces. Ambassador Tukuru, who is tempo- 
rarily living in Freetown, Sierra Leone (?following the) 
rebel attack on Nigeria’s Embassy in Monrovia, said 
[words indistinct] will soon be reactivated. He said that 
it was not safe for the embassy staff to return to Mon- 
rovia now because of the (?renewed) military action by 
all forces involved in the Liberian crisis. 


Yesterday, ECOMOG forces took measures to dislodge 
the rebels from strategic military targets in Monrovia, 
including the Robertsfield International Airport, being 
controlled by one of the rebel forces. [end recording] 


Saddam Says Iraq ‘Would Not Escalate’ Crisis 


AB1509164290 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 14 Sep 90 


[Text] The Iraqi leader President Saddam Husayn today 
assured Nigeria and other well meaning members of the 
international community that his country would not 
escalate the present crisis in the Gulf into a full-scale 
war. He gave the assurance in a special message to 
President Ibrahim Babangida delivered by an envoy of 
the Iraqi leader, Mr. (Omat Bihart). President Husayn 
reaffirmed his government’s commitment to a peaceful 
resolution of the crisis within an Arab framework. The 
envoy also briefed President Babangida on the causes of 
Iraq’s differences with the ousted rulers of Kuwait. 


General Babangida welcomed Iraq's assurances that it 
would not initiate a fresh war in the Middle East but 
would continue to seek a negotiated resolution of the 
crisis. He asked the envoy to convey the Federal Gov- 
ernment’s appreciation of the briefings of President 
Husayn and assured him that Nigeria would do all it 
could to facilitate a peaceful settlement. Gen. Babangida 
also welcomed the renewal of ties between Iraq and Iran 
and the timely resolution of their difference which led to 
the Gulf war between both countries. 
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Commentary Says Taylor Should Lay Down Arms 


AB1609181490 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 15 Sep 90 


[Sam Okollo commentary] 


[Text] The (?recent events) in Liberia, which climaxed 
into a near (?inter-tribal) war that has been tearing that 
country into shreds, can only be described as very 
unfortunate. No matter the degree of development, 
strength of population, or even the level of available 
human and material resources, no nation in the modern 
world can be described as enjoying absolute peace. The 
complexity and (?trickeries) of human existence and 
management have placed the world in a relative state of 
flux. It is to the extent that the government of an 
individual nation manages to grapple with and control a 
rippling situation that determines the degree of peace in 
that country. 


The three-pronged ambitions—right or wrong, moral or 
immoral—between Samuel Doe, Charles Taylor, and 
Prince Johnson happen to have done no good to the 
generality of Liberians and even law-abiding and peace- 
loving foreign nationals within that country. One of the 
cardinal tenets of international relations which clearly 
stipulates noninterference of any nation in the internal 
affairs of the other only constrained a well-meaning 
subregional body like the Economic Community of West 
African States, ECOWAS, to only watch and pray that 
the squabbles in Liberia will be amicably settled by 
Liberians themselves. The bottom line of the prayer was 
that there should be no more wanton destruction of lives 
and property of the innocent citizens of Liberia and the 
foreign nationals in their midst. 


It is only human and proper that the governments of the 
foreign nationals caught up in that web of hostility 
should be worried and indeed owe it as their duty to 
guarantee the lives and property of their citizens residing 
legitimately in Liberia. It was only when it became 
evident that the hostility was assuming wider dimen- 
sions, its effects spilling over to neighboring countries 
and the lives of fellow West Africans becoming increas- 
ingly jeopardized that the ECOWAS, in keeping with its 
protocol agreements, discreetly sent in a monitoring 
group, the ECOMOG [ECOWAS Cease-Fire Monitoring 
Group] to act as purely a catalyst to create a conducive 
atmosphere for peace. 


The brief was simple enough: the monitoring group was 
to side no contestant in the conflict and avoid getting 
involved in the shootout. Indeed, the arrangement was 
that the warring parties should agree to a cease-fire, the 
leaders of the factions to step down completely. and the 
articulate interest parties in Liberia to deliberate and set 
up an interim government ending in the holding of a 
general election for the population of Liberia to install 
their legitimate democratic government. All these, in 
spite of odds, were painstakingly embarked upon. 
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Recent events in Liberia, as meticulously explained in a 
recent press conference by the Executive Secretary of the 
ECOWAS, Dr. Abass Bundu, in Lagos, has now put 
things in a proper perspective and allowed not just the 
subregional body but indeed the whole wide world, in a 
mist of speculations, slanted stories—particularly in the 
foreign media—and distorted information on the conti- 
nent itself to ask certain basic questions. 


The incident at the ECOMOG headquarters in Liberia 
involving purely Liberians themselves and resulting in 
the shootout between Prince Johnson’s men and Samuel 
Doe’s guards, and indeed the abduction of Samuel Doe 
himself, has excised the Doe factor from the conflict. As 
explained by the ECOWAS executive secretary, Prince 
Johnson had earlier declared disinterest in the leadership 
of Liberia and had acceded to the cease-fire interim 
government arrangement. Brigadier Nimley, purported 
to have become the replacement of Doe, had indeed 
publicly declared that he was only holding the fort 
pending the arrival of the interim government set up by 
representatives of Liberian interest groups in their 
summit at Banjul in The Gambia. 


But Charles Taylor is still shooting ahead. The major 
question now is: What is Charles Taylor fighting for? It is 
obvious from the three-pronged nature of the conflict 
that though Charles Taylor might be occupying a sizable 
portion of main Liberian land, he is not enjoying the 
mandate of all Liberians. Meanwhile, a lot of blood is 
being spilled, property destroyed, the economy of 
Liberia ground to a halt, neighboring countries bursting 
at the seams with refugees, and foreign nationals still 
held hostage. The assertion of Dr. Abass Bundu, the 
ECOWAS executive secretary at the press conference in 
Lagos that Charles Taylor should stop behaving like a 
rebel and play the statesman at this juncture could 
therefore be more correct and apt. [sentence as heard] 


If there is a resolution, what kind of Liberia would 
Charles Taylor want to govern? A reduced mundane 
population with devastated facilities and [words indis- 
tinct]? No sane Liberians, and indeed any human being, 
would prefer to return to the [words indistinct] state of 
nature where there was only a survival of the fittest and 
man became wolf to man. For the sake of humanity and 
peace in Liberia and indeed the subregion, which is only 
aiming at building a bridge across colonially master- 
minded precipices that pit brother against his brother, 
Charles Taylor should lay down arms at this moment, go 
to the conference table, parley with his fellow compa- 
triots, and set up a democratic government that guaran- 
tees peace and stability in that country. 


Senegal 


State Ready To Settle Dispute With Mauritania 


AB1709194490 Paris AFP in French 0938 GMT 
17 Sep 90 


[Text] Dakar, 17 Sep (AFP)—Late last week Senegalese 
President Abdou Diouf received the Inter-African Media- 
tion Commission on the Senegal-Mauritania conflict, 
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according to an official communique today. The commis- 
sion, which was led by Paul Ssemogerere, deputy prime 
minister and minister of foreign affairs of Uganda, held 
discussions with the Senegalese head of state. Seydina 
Oumar Sy, Senegalese minister of foreign affairs; Famara 
Ibrahim Sagna, minister of the interior; Major General 
Doudou Diop, chief of the private staff of the president of 
the Republic and general inspector of the Armed Forces; 
and Babacar Carlos Mbaye, diplomatic adviser to the 
president of the Republic, were also present. 


After the meeting, Mr. Ssemogerere, who is expected to 
go to Nouakchott as part of his mediation mission under 
OAU auspices, stressed the availability of Senegal to 
settle the conflict with Mauritania. The dispute between 
the two neighboring countries broke out in April 1989. A 
conflcit between Mauritanian cattle raisers and Sene- 
galese farmers had degenerated into scuffles between 
blacks and Moors resulting in 300 deaths on both sides. 
Many mediation efforts by the OAU or by African 
countries have not been conclusive because of the coun- 
tries’ divergent views on problems related to their 
border, compensation to the nationals of each country, 
and the return of Mauritanian refugees. 


Sierra Leone 


AFP Says 1200 Nigerians Due in Monrovia 


AB1709170990 Paris AFP in English 1645 GMT 
17 Sep 90 


[Excerpts] Freetown, Sept 17 (AFP)}—Twelve hundred 
Nigerian soldiers are due to leave the Sierra Leone 
capital Tuesday [18 Sep] for Liberia to boost the fire- 
power of West African troops trying to impose a cease- 
fire to end nine months of civil war. About 600 Nigerian 
soldiers are already here and were to be joined by 
another 600 men late on Monday, according to African 
diplomats. [passage omitted] 


Port officials said the reinforcements would leave Tuesday 
for Monrovia aboard two merchant ships, Tano River and 
River Oli. African diplomats described the development 
“as a step up of military action.” [passage omitted] 


(Elite Nigerian paratroopers packed by warplanes 
launched a large scale offensive against positions held by 
NPFL [National Patriotic Front of Liberia] rebels on 
Sunday, a source close to the government in Lagos said. 
The source said that members of the 82nd Paratroop 
division had been dropped behind the lines of the NPFL. 
Nigerian Air Force Jaguar, Mig-21, and Alpha planes 
and Puma and Super-Puma helicopters provided air 
cover by carrying out bombings. Ghanaian warplanes 
also participated in the attack, the source said). 


One African diplomat however described the bombing of 
Charles Taylor’s forces by two Ghanaian Air Force jets 
Sunday as “a retaliation for the death of Ghanaians killed as 
result of the shelling by the Patriotic Front rebels.” 
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He said, “We are still trying to make out the extent of the 
damage we inflicted. We flew three sorties from the 
international Airport at Freetown early Sunday. We 
encountered no problem. There were no fire from the 
rebels.” He disclosed that “more flights will be made if 
the occasion arises. Let this be a warring to Charles 
Taylor and his men; we are on the offensive.”” Three 
Ghanaian Air Force jets have been standing by in 
Freetown for a month for surveillance operations. 


Commenting on the bombing, sources close to ECOWAS 
{Economic Community of West African States] secre- 
tariat said in Freetown Monday that “ECOMOG 
[ECOWAS Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] has no alter- 
native than to bomb the area controlled by Charles 
Taylor.” He said that the total deaths from the shelling 
by the Charles Taylor’s forces was seven, mainly Nige- 
rians. [passage omitted] 


Government Supports UN Sanctions Against Iraq 


AB1509194290 Freetown Domestic Service 
in English 2000 GMT 14 Sep 90 


[Text] Government has issued a statement calling on all 
private and public institutions, organizations, as well as 
individuals in Sierra Leone to abide by the August 6 
mandatory sanctions proposed by the United Nations 
Security Council against Iraq as a result of the invasion 
on Kuwait. In a statement issued in Freetown and 
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quoted by SIERRA LEONE NEWS AGENCY, the gov- 
ernment recalled that on 2 August this year it issued a 
statement expressing grave concern over the invasion of 
Kuwait by Iraq, describing the move as being at variance 
with the principles of the UN Charter which require UN 
members to settle their disputes by peaceful means. The 
2 August statement called on Iraq to withdraw its troops 
unconditionally from Kuwait, restore the legitimate gov- 
ernment of Kuwait, and recommence negotiations on 
outstanding issues. 


In the statement issued today, the authorities noted that 
in spite of several appeals from members of the interna- 
tional community to Iraq to withdraw its forces from 
Kuwait, Baghdad has continued its occupation. The 
statement (?recounted) the Security Council’s position 
which called on all states to prohibit the sale or supply— 
by their nationals and from their territories or using their 
(?craft) vessels—of any commodity or products, 
including weapons or any other military equipment, but 
excluding medical supplies and foodstuffs to any person, 
body, or (?institution) in Iraq or Kuwait. 


The Security Council also decided that all states should 
not make available to Iraq any funds or any financial or 
economic resources and should prevent their nationals 
and any individuals within their territories from (?hold- 
ing) or making available any form of resources to Iraq, 
except payment exclusively for strictly medical or 
humanitarian purposes. 
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